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THE 


PREFACE, 


1T1O0TWE 


Inhabitants of Dartmouth in Devon, 
Grace, [ ruth, and Peace bemulriplied. 


My Fricnds and Brethren, 


þ Y OM, that know me, and the _ of the 
' two following Sermons, will, I doubt not, ea- 
fily believe: that I-was far, at firſt, from 
defigning, they ſhould ever become more publick, than 
the Preaching of them made them. As the ſpace, al- 
low'd for either can hardly be called Days ; fo I am 
very ſenſible, that performances of this Kind , on 
which 1 have beſtow'd more time and labour, have 
little in them to recommend them m an Age, which 
( God be praiſed ) abounds with Prattical Diſcourſes 
of the greateſt Excellency. They do not therefore 
come abroad, on a concett' of any thmg extraordinary 
; m the Contrivance ; but - only to ſtand the Charges, 
which have been dxawn up againſt them :' That ſome, 

2 who 
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who could not, and others, who would not, hear them ; 


OO O— — CC — 


may perceive at length, as I hope they will, that amongſt 
the real imperfeftions to be found in them, there 1s, 


howgver, nothing at all of- a ſpitefud humonr. 


"T am ſure, T can truly ſay, that m thoſe few Nears 
I have liv'd amongſt you, I have labour d, as to give 


no Juſt offence to the Church eſtabliſhd ( of the Law- 


fulneſs of whoſe Conſtitutions 1 am heartily perſwaded) 


ſo neither to any of thoſe who have been drawn to 
diſlike her Communion, and ſeparate from her. IT do 
not remember, that the Regard I have, and the par- 
ticular Obligations :1 am under to the former, have 
made me forgetful of a befitting Candour towards the 
latter : eſpecially 'm the publick diſcharge of that Ho- 
ly Offce, I am regularly call d to, But, alas, you ve: 
ry well know, the cry hath been frequently otherwiſe : 


ſuch repreſentations having been made of me, as if 1 


were guilty of malicious Reflections ; and did not. on- 
ly, with thoſe the Apoſtle ſpeaks of, preach Chriſt 
of envy and trite, but preach even Strife and En- 
vy themſelves. | 


The diſcourſes; 'which have been ſingled out as the 


chuf Foundation of ſuch Reports, are theſe two now 
printed : which T put ito your Hands, without any ma- 
| - terial 
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terigh:: alteration from what ' they; were, in. theoPulpit: 
Indeed ome" things, which were- then; omitted, 1:have 
ere \ ddded ; - but whatever.'was ſpoken, you have; ce 

near as may be, as it was ſpoken! aud:in-thoſe: oc 
[ages, which 7 an told, have given occaſion of of- 


fence,\\Þ am fecure, \[ hol, of \oxelhaa even \to' the 


as tare \AFLE 


pleas; d.toxenſrre "me, ta.conſider'; whether tht _ 
are fo faulty, as: they have repreſented them? Or |ra 
ther, whether they did not ſeek for cauſe of pleaſure; 


Me We none was given? whether ſome have not thong ht 


fe \t0, make-reports, not- iſp. mich of,\ awbat\tbey«bhewrd, 
ag.of what. they-expetted ;- and others ſupplied, the'de: 
[i of Ineligo by a fraef 2, re ? 


4 The feſt ofutbeſ Sermons was preach 4 Qctobun, 24: 
1687.,10t-the 'Funeral.of \ ani \aged Gentleman, to how 
1 was, dbliged for muth civility *. .and: whom, by reaſon 
wo - comm _ Jometimes to the 'Publick Wor ſhip-( (his 


r times) being \ eaſily :accovinted;.for;\ from 
mich. wer ri and ors 7c ane 10 rb. 
waift\.ta;. the - Qrders of the 'Church-of England: In» 
deed. 6 \little.\ after bis Death, gs. nfarnid that the 
Preacher: Wi 4 fefutate getien had. puts 1n''d 


(\vC clam 


nd now; bt me : beſerch: Hoſe, ocdebe have feel 
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ts. MAKE 


cluins't fo "_ jury withal,: Fw vr ther fame! ink he 
unctatrys at leaſt plainly ts 'nſumare," that this - dif 
oaurſe of mime Cprechd-but rw or IPEIey 
was" vis —— * | gn 

Th "= whish ſod dah L BAS - nr hn, | 
ſu d for, not only im this, but ſeveral other-places, 
you may remember , were principal theſe two: Re- 
fietion 'on the, Perſon! intexr dy ic whac F\faid 
about Riches; in the middle, of "mYy""Serrnor : 
and 4 ſpneful ChienſNes" 'of him, ET. "tht later 


end of it. 


From borb rkeſeo funk roag rho'k FF aft 
will now ſufficiently. purge me > \For(as\to't 
can it be withthe' leaſt" ſhew' of Gardeners he ah 


what was ſaid of the Worldling ( mm compliance with | 
a; ſubje&t twhich' the Church'her felf\-butls recomimehded 
as. ſuch, occaſions) | ſhaultd:\beomeans" by Me"'as-"a' de. 


ferro of the deceaſed * I fpaks hkewiſo of the Vo- 
the Ambitious, the Learnedi''&e. 4nd 


kapruons, 
ſid fe he 1 nid how's mare 
_ any of the" other 2  #' "it \pofie" for 
exJon "to. thoak, thaviwidn Io 'L,, 
atyof Riches, and av iunederate'-love' of them ; | 
Lend bak neſt a, whonty'\w-ohs 


very 


% 


Lhe! Prefike. 


e731 ſas; "Diſcourſe, $' expreſh etrented, fo a 
Ju, an +; Ypnght, al "Y — Okarible Conyer- 


wy Y\ Witt) th 9210 "a 
T b _ : a \ 246 * gl A n\ 
ma 24% , ITE LIED 2 | \ 


bs, emf ejins was \ "part; 30w will for; of 


p other thing  I.am" cenſured for, The' Character 


> 


| {gtter - adbich: ( bewg: tos by oo of the M- 


Lau HR mo aff Rbetorical\H- 


Tangregriahys ) r:9:00rYing 46"'\my "enſtom,1-Ur ed 


not: authnd Towne 6 3A long ;- or Sai Tay thing ih mt, 


which had mot.tht Jupport of manifeſt truth. " Biit' as 


CH I—_ -— _—_— te tt LA 


defie my." \verieft © Eeniies' to ſhew any 


thing in it, xin\ the leoft meaſure reflFing © For iy .\ 
part 1-think, it _wight have = >, without* offence, 
ta any Man that \ever was, at ; beneath no Emi- 


nence of 'a Martyr, naw, 


Ko | declar'd that on bis death$6d he was "TIN 
in the, a&s'of 2 Dury, which "as it is extremely 
unſafe to begin on ir, ir is neither ſafe to give 
over on it, Repentance: at which paſſage ſome, I 
know, have been diſpleas d. As if a penitent frame 
were net proper, at ſuch a time as that 1s : or it were 
a reproach to the memory of a Chriſtian, to ſay, be 
waited for the coming of Iis Lord, with an humble 
ſenſe of his own unworthineſs. 1 know not "what 

B 2 Rules 


Pofſidius de 
vita Auguſt, 


C, 31» 
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| Rules may be. given by fome, for conduit \ hs Te 


votions of a death-bed ; but ſure I'@mt, that very ex- 
tellent direFors, adviſe Repentance at that ſeaſon,'even 
to Perſons of the higheſt attainments, as a Duty ſtill 
agreeable : Repentance. for :fins which\ have "been com» 
mitted through error | and inadvertency'; for fo ins which 
are the conſtant attendarits of. Mortality 3 for 
thoſe. which were long before. cauſa and wh ed. 


St.\ Auguſtine, zvas aiPerſon, ( who for apove"Thven- 
ty years Ng 1A his death,” 


Stars. m the Chriſtian, f, burch.; "and'his"\Schola# ” and 


neids one of | \the:! brighteft 


dear Friend. that wrote bis. Life, :didhnot ſuvely'deſixn to 
leſſen \þis Praiſe, in-the- place where. beitell ug"; [That 
the, Good 3 mauiumorethana week" before:his" dy! ar ture, 
would. not: have. his* Eyes or Thonghts diverted from Di 
vid's Penitential P/alnisg«but only now 'axd then, whih 
his Phyſicians came to vifit him, or his Friends to bring 
hin, Refreſhment: \That.:.he .ntad. thein 'as they Were 
plac by ,bis. order. gn cthe\ Waill:ufar bis Bea>5 that 'be 


 gditated,; equmiually wporn them, pr «4s « and often 


wept, and fa dyed. 

But |. adviſed My" Sas at laſh. ty" won the fri 
ings, and detetgs.of him;T interr:d, ' as well as ta imi. 
Late thoſe thins, vi bit. that werg viecuous an 1 holy" 
and. this was another round of Offence. Ouch adwce, 


it 
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it, is true, I then gave," as I have' on ane ſe- 
veral times. before and ſince. * For is not what, you 
will find, 1 added, a very. great trath, viz, That 
the beſt of us: are infirm | and-fallible 2 \ 414 does 
not St. John tell us plainly, if we make any different 
Pretences, we deceive our ſelves, andthe truth is « John.c. 8. 
not-in\us? I is the peculiar Glory of the Foly Je- 

ſus,. to, have, given a Pattern to. the World'free | from 

alh blemifh. and imperfettion : wherefore when'" one of 

the greateſt of his Servants recommended the following 1 cor. 14. 
of . himſelf, be limited the Counſel to thoſe Inſtances on- 

ly, wherem he followed Chriſt. 


+ | Having met with, ſuch uſage on the ſcore of this 


* 


harmleſs. Diſcoſe : The' regard that T had'for my own 
injur'd Reputation drew from me three Letters to him, 
who, as 1 had reaſon to_beheve, gave ſome occaſion to 
theſe Reports. But though T could get only ſome doubt- 
ful dn{wers tothe two firſt, and none at-all to the laſt ; 1 
ſhould, not' baye attempted this publick Juſtification of 
my 10wn Innocence, had TInot found it calld in que- 
 ſtren agaim, becauſe of _ the Lecond Sermon 'here 
printed, . | OE 


_ = - A 
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This was preached on Nov." 21." 1689.” af \the 
Funeral of a Perſon, whom 1 lookt. urou as boneft hd 


peaceable 5 


— — 
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peaceable F 0ve-Wwha: ſeverdl times exfreſs.d much Friend- 
ſhip towards oe, and to whom, as Tram not confeions 
to'my /elf, that 7 ever offer'd any muy. whilſt alive”; 
fol wm.Jure T intended none bring dead. © | 


But it was not Jong after his burial, that T was 


ſurpriſed with the news of no ſmall clamonr about * this 


Sermon alſo, being told, that feveral hui defilared them- 


ſelves offended at it, that -at leaſt fome Paſſazes of It 


had been put in writing, ſent away as fur as London, 
and there ſpoken againſt with much wrath and violence. 


You, that will be pleas d calmly to read it over, 
will, 1 belieye, find it ſome diffrewlty to di aver, where 
the Grievance yes. And "indeed the charge © agamſt it, 
though very heavy, hath been ſo ſparing of Particulars : 
that T hardly know which are the Places I am to vmaicate, 


| Beſides the Text (which hath been aifhRK'a, but for 
which, 1 hope, you do not expeFt, 1 fhould go" about 
to make an Apology) the only thing inſiſted on, that 1 
can bear of, hath been a few words 'm the Concluſion : 
Words, which are thought to bear hard, if not on the 
Perſon gone down into the Graye ; yet on ſome be. bath 
deft behind bym, To clear my elf fully from this Ac- 
Cuſation, would be to mention ſame late 'Tranſaftions, 
which 


nh 
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which have already made a noiſe not only in this Place, 
but in ſome ſort through the Nation. T ſhall there- 
fore attempt it no further than by this Appeal, which 
I make to every reaſonable and mtelligent Perſon, ac- 
quainted with our Circumſtances, of what Perſwaſion ſo 
ever, viz. Whether the things I ſpake were not plain 
and notorious Truth ? and whether they were not ſuch 
Truth, as was fit to be ſpoken by me on the occaſion 1 
| then had for it ? 


Theſe things, Brethren, are what I thought proper 
to ſay to you by way of IntroduFtion to the enſuing 
Diſcourſes : which, being thus drawn into the World, 
may they be in ſome degree or other uſeful to all that 
read them : May they contribute ſomething towards an 
| Holy negleft of the preſent things, and a due pro- 
| viſion and regard for thoſe that are to come ; The 

great ends, » which both of them were ſincerely de- 
fign'd, and to which it is now beartily prayd, they may 
be ſucceſsful, by 
Yours in all the Offices of 
Chriſtian Love and Duty, 


H. S. 


The 
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Surely every, man walketb" in a®wain._.. 
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Dverſity is. one. of the beſt Inſtructers, 
\: Wiſdom © being © not fo. cafily.learnt'in 
'\&4- 4 any other, School ;::as ,in--that-of At: 
(I-59 15151 Bion, 7! 5 hiv yd 12g roo 
Proſperity, like foie over-ſtrong; Light, dazles 
the Eyes, that they can take in but imperfect and 
confus d notices of things ::;bur-Calamiry :ſers all 
6 ain; as.it\ prepares» the Mind. for a due 
Eſtimate or 'Judgiment'; 40-it-removes. ;all the 
falle' Colours which are apt: to.cozen'us. 
David, according_ to -the/Opinion/'of ſeveral vide Theo- 
Commentators, labour'd under ' ſome | extraor. {2 "EY 
4 C dinary 
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dinary preſſure ; as when the foregoing, ſo when 
this Pſalm was penn'd. And hereupon we have 
him mounted up a degree higher than ordina- 
ry above Earthly things, freed from the falſe 
Nagſons gnd Dpinjang pf the Forly, {tript of 
alf rhe prejudices af ſcpſuality, and (paſſing a 
right judgment on this mortal life. Yerily, 


ſays he, in the. foregoing Verlc, every man at bis 


beſt ſtate is altogether vanity : and his words in my 
Text ſeem to be_ yet more comprehenſive. 
Surely every man walketh in a vam ſhew. 
nag iy 
kept made ule o 


1s,S. Hie- 
onymus, & 


[ibs imagine , © Mot, to lay any. thing of a different readipg 


> of by ſome of the Ancients, the 
words, as here render'd agreeably to' the mani 


ii non pauci. feſ} deſign of the P/almiſt in this place, give us 


ar account. of humane: hife, the: conditign of 
Mankind/ in 'this preſery World- | Short indeed 
the Sentence is, -but very.expreflive,/ 'as you wall 
loon perceive by viewing a little:the ſeveral par- 
ticulars we find 'in it: Namely theſe four, 


1. Fhe: Perſons concern'd. 1 1 elitf09 
' 2. Their Bufinefs,or:conſtame Emygloymern. 

3- 'Fhe: Scene of their Travel - 

4. The Affurance with: which : the P/almuſt 
, thus repreſents them. AE 


= [1 
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Firſt,” We find in the Woyds, the Perſons cor 
cern'd in this Semtertce of David: . Evety man : WARS, 
every one that lives and breaches... Alt the' Sepr-v. $ 
whole: Race of whazſoevet Sex,"0r Age, or Con | 
dition; There is norithe leaft exceprony either 
of the highelt, orelfe che loweſt. All are con- 
cluded, from hin that's clothed int Perple, ro 
him that's .cover'd with Rags : from the Prince 
on the Throne, to the Slave that grindeth ar the 
Mill. 

' Secondly, Fheir Buſineſs, of Employment : 
They walk, They are conſtantly going otiward ; 
they are in perpetual motion, akvays Travelers 
whilſt on Earth. The journying they are en- 
gag'd: in, towards their long home, is not to be 
interrupted. by an hours ſtay,, or ſo much as one 
minutes! reſt. 

Thirdly, We have the-Scene of 'this' travel or 
motion,' a Scene proportion'd to the thing that 
moves init : 4 vain ſhew. About the meanin 
of which word there is ſome difference __ 
Expolitors.. > TH)" 2402 

Some there-are, who take. it fora Shadow; ' and 
with theſe agrees that "Tranſlation ,onur Church 
makes uſe * in the office of Burial, For man 
walketh in a vain ſhadow. A Shadow which is a 

C 2 thing 
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thing gloomy, bur yet empty, having nothing 


more 1n it, but only.to cover'us with darkneſs. ffer 
m,R Man, whilſt here below, is in a Region of ob- Fþot 
Ser  ſcurity, wanders in a dark. uncertainty, a place ffeac 
Np infected. with the miſts of Ignorance and Error. | 
= He cannot look into the: nature and events of Þtu 
Lexic. things : he ſtumbles up and down withour | 
= any knowledge of his way, unleſs guided and jim 
direed-by an extraordinary, Light. ſent. down Pw 
from above, | Ft 
By others the word is thought to ſignifie an 
Image, accordingly that -rendring is added in the 
Margins , of ſome Bibles; . Verily every man walk- | 
& 2"m eth in ay page. He goeson in a lite, which ſeems. 
6-1 indeed to be ſomething co-him ; but he is cheared e\ 
all'the while : ſuch degrees of death are blended ÞÞ< 
with it, that it may jultly be called only a Picture ti 
or faint reſemblance of Lite. And then he con- | 
verſes with things thar- ſeem to; be -very, ſhining, Pl 
but' yer they are a kind of Phancomes, like the 4 
Colours of the Rainbow, which are only the ls 


Image of che Sun broken, and recurn'd back by en 


4 


the drops of a Cloud; or like that repreſenra- lu 
tion of ,our: ſelves appearing in the Glaſs ; which, FÞ! 
however delighted in, is nothing elſe but empri- [ 


nels. | wrt 


Another 


/ 
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Another - variety is tobe. found amongſt In- 
erpreters (, occaſion'd by a different reading) 2 
ot unfic perhaps to be mentioned. For as ſome 
ead, Man walketh in a vain ſhew, ſo others have ir,, ©7%2 
4 vain ſhew: according to the uſage of Scri- 
ture in ſome places, applying this Shadow nor 
> the Scene of his motion , but to the Man 
imſelf. Man paſleth on as a Shadow, as a ſha- ?ſam 102.114 
ww that declineth or fleeth away. Or, underſtand- 76 14. 2. 
o the word to lignifie an Image, it agrees to 
im alſo, ro wit, a thing that ( according to. 
hat ſeems the meaning of an Ancient Writer "aripome 
this place ) is acted, for the moſt part, like —_—_— 
e Figures in a Pageant, which look as tho' — 
ey movd and {pake :: whereas the. whole is 
ue to the Skill and Management of an inviltble 

miſt, Bur, 

Fourthly, and laſtly,. We have in the words the 
nfrmation of this Sentence of David, Surely. 
e declares it with great aflurance, having doubt- 
[s conſider d the reaſons which ſupport it, and. 
en it ratthed by much experience. Tis che 
lulr of a very. diligent Enquiry, and exact 
blervation. 

The chings we find in the "Text being thus 
articularly noted, the fumm of what ic aims ar 
pears to be this, That this mortal life is a very 


empt Y 
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empty thing: That our condition | here in this preſen 
World i great vanity. "This Truth, with the D 
vine aſliftance, 'I ſhall briefly Muftrate, and fog 
on to. the uſes of- it. 

Whatever Opinions, my Brethren, we are ap! 
to take up about our preſent abode, it will 
tainly be found, upon a dne examination, 
Condition very unfatisfa&tory, void of cyer 
thing, that is a ſolid Foundation of Happineh 
or Contentment. . Fhe greateſt Pleafures of 
are but Deluſion: the greateſt Advancages buſſitc 
Shew and Appearance. | | he 

You are to obſerve however, that this is alſet 
ſerred concerning humane life as humane, alijut 
ſtrated from thoſe Spiritual things, which gimu 
it ſomething of Being ; withour che ImprowÞþir 
ments of Grace, which add ſome folidity eyaſſer 
to the moſt fleeting things, and bring in ſomÞu 
imperfect Felicity, where was nothing elſe bun 
Miſery. . 

Origen, "tis true, in one of his Homilies « 
this Pſalm, makes'no doubt of applying chin 
Sentence of the Royal Prophet, even in ſomfſen 
ſort, to things Spiritual. That is, as conpve 
paring their preſent imperfe&tion with whatÞa 
promis'd, and ſhall be reveal'd. * 1f Moſes hinÞt 


* ſelf, ſays he, were alive again, he would kno 
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in and - propheſie in part; he would fee 
alr5 few afeokh a Glaks and teach us Fi- 
al gures': ſo that tho' he muſt be ſaid to live, it 
would be only a life of vanity. And would 
wif you know the reaſon, continues he, why we 
ought to call -ir Vanity ? Ir is, becauſe fuch 
things -are to have an end: For when thar 
which is Perfe& is -come, then that which js in » £#. 134 10. 
iF part ſhall be done away. 
'Y Indeed it muſt be granted, that this preſent 
Mllife, tho' ic may yield ſome real Happineſs to 
hem, | that feek it in che ways of God, cannot 
et afford a perfect Happineſs. Someching 'of 
:FYubſtantial good fuch Perſons will be able to 
nfund, very low however in the degree, and ha- 
ing in its compoſition a large portion of dif- 
afſcrent things! to leſſen or allay it. But then as 
his mortal life is divided from the confiderati- 
wÞns of Religion, as ir commonly pretends high- 
and is iq apt. to draw the Eyes' and the 
Flearts of Mankind, it is nothing ar all, bur an 
hi "By and deluding appearance, To it in this 
enſe (the: fenſe I thall only conſider it in) the 
mVerdi&t of David: is univerlally applicable : "tis 
Fain withour referve or exception, Declarations 
nÞt this kind are frequently co' be met with/in 


oly Writ. As St. Paul endeavour'd to take off 
the 


fn 
d 
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the Corinthians from too great a | concern { 
worldly things, he added this reaſon of his a 

x Cor. 9:31. Vice: for the faſhion of this world paſſeth aws 
The Faſhion of this World, faith the ' Apoſil 

making ule of an expreſſion. borrowed: (as {0 

learned Men have oblervd) from the Theatre 

| ro the, Scenes, of which he compares the :ſeyer 
ſtates or changes of our life. "Things chat,ma 

pleaſe, ſurprize or amaze, according to -the diffi 

terent Deſigns of the Contriver : but in the mea { 

time are only {hew or. repreſentation. th 

The things which are. ſeen, laith the ſame Apo by 

{tle ro the ſame People, are temporal.. They. ardll' 

= | meaſured by Time, and.. partake'-off i 

” ap mga 55. aero the Aﬀections or Properties of it: and 
mit, # 5% xr 96569 & that is ſuch a thing as you cannolf 
B20 & Ul at &% . . | 
enpiior % wndeus mw gralp or dilcern the lealt {ubſtance ny 


u81 Ts eos. Hac S Ba- * . . K 
G1 & plura ejuſmodi homil.1. I AL Part Of it which. is gone is 2 


Eaſ p 5. Edie. pave 2:0Pe ready become nothing, that part which 
1s to come 1s as yet nothing ; and 

the preſent Minute, ere you perccive it to, be, va 

niſheth away. Ot this nature js 'Tima-and of 

the ſame are all "Temporary things : "They are + 

ther growing or elſe perifhing,, having nothing 

at all in them which may be depended upon asf] 


fable and certain. k 


& 
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» We rbd \dnſtanes! ir 46'other mlaces \of Soti- 
ptiire!' bitt >&r) which purpoſely treats\"ob"'chiis 
argurfient; the Book” 6f"" \Ecclefiaſtes. | Solomon; the 
Author” of ir,was the« Perſon: who:made the 
moſP'diligerit feeh into the "things: of-thas lite]; AIC T 
he” proved them-by" very! curious, croo/curiodagen- ©) = 
periment <  He' | faw'all-the works thar are \done: cuth Ecd.1, 13ot. | 
ter the Sur, he gave bis beart to know-wiſdom;- Jeaz:to © 
dy Know-wnddnbf6" aud folly. + |Solsmon alſo was» the Pex- ©: 3 
aff ſon in the World, who \coeld'/beſt- judge of rhe 

things 'of this life being' endued with Wiſdom 
Po: beyond all-that'carne' before 'hins, or tharthould ? ©5912: 
J'cothe after ith: And now: whe days: he.:ha- 
Ving"tmifde *47 largerindudtion of rhe. (eyerals 
| that 'rnay: : pretend to/worth; he ideclares- the Sen- T3 my 
rence ? Vanity of Vanities, faih the qeras: all is Ze _ 
Yanity;-'- 1 ll | d U Awe | 
5 Wind 246 ſhicts MNobohaid6: EVI. life: Fr kr 
boeifencftainf'bywiltiMen within the Chmneli!:* 3 gs Oc 
{© rity have been likewiſe! by ſome without ie, + q Jeni ow 
Thou haſt tried, ſaith the Emperour Marcus: Att- -.... 1:2 
Poini6s- thine how haſt: >irH1ed<ro fred: Felicity 1 
the thRf316f} this Wolldynbapark wandred»thqueh:fo = 
WE#ARtTH part of thenrs but whit..oboul þafb ſowghs for, 2:84« 


_—_ - 
+ * bs 


4 7049 ek 
W% n10ofenole, LOO KENT 216.4 en, ana dmaouvagyls nigh, 'M, Anruginuicimp.de | 
ſceipſo; 8 nd «ſeptum, 16851 148 OT 15qO 2biat 8 off 2b union een 99, 


'Þ thou 


The Fiſt SE NON. 


thoa haſt not e found; nat it the,rfs of Redfin 
' Diſcourſe, not «1 Roches, wet #n/Glary, wor; in-P 
| fare, net any where, "This was: the: judgrens.g 
a Pritxe inferior to Soloman indeed in Wildom 
bur, -a4 2 learned Man hath noted, excecding him 
much m- Wealth o_ Greatneis:, He, —— 
teas, he}, Ord of more Sons aan ſh Fragees 
| Ieirains ral was. of great Towns, d es, 3 hacheicould 
' aGt diſcover in them all _ the: means. 
icigredients of livigg Welt IE 1 11 
of. hy toes; os hens had: os; I 
Sentitnents trankiugr; chingsprhat they 
would tot: lo mich. as Aw hm to be called 
Bemgs, alcribin Hats | ; 
"tor. ® ſence alone, ; Hence, the 
Soxrarkmm That which &, bu js pg 
gnnt# is generated, s þ not, 
$65; 4aſting of and froa/bimf 
29 her @ Being |; ) brit the corruptibl 
tg with, are 100, "chipey. and, 
- ——nneih Title. | EY art ate ctt \Y 
This.ir. probable cog k;he-rppkfrom. gh 


Inſcription? in.an crmple; giving | ſon 


+ 3 ® 


T6 £44 account. of the nature of the, Diviniry.. up 
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zo dwell in it: F arr" all that pas, is, or ſhall-be; 
which-is fo Gy that in Exod. 3.14. that we can 


ha big or ſay: the 
Cri, 1 a I. rib $f 


| - For: 2 miore aiſtget view of mY th of this 
"TT ir willbe convenient a title to Con: 
ij der theſe three" chings: OL 


- The Enjoyments | oh | Att 
of "it, 


The Deligns ' 
"Bt Conciugnice' 


1 nc Tht | Hiywinwur "i je” De thing i the 

World as the' Apoſtle cafls ther. that is, ſuch as 1 J#. 2-15. 
\N 2rc held to be yaluable-int ir, and arc cotnmmonty 

he. -Objefts, of "Deſire. And row ec: a 

lnle Enquiry: ico | the Nature" of” & dit few 
{ firious Refledtions on: the 'Expevichce” wool have 
| ry hart chern, wil abutidatdly difcoyet 
| their Empri $6 

A Chriſtian Writer long i nce compar's titm 

Jall rows pt He ng the Ma f6:netimes 
of craploy'd t things," which _ 
Jace very. taking ; but! then! 7M Morn- oj TN 
| ing -cormep on; ,;ehe delighefnt Atm: Pia 
hs) \paileck away; and" preſendy wes! Prndory Chen. ym: 


2 per- 
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peiceive all the. Being they., had -was only- i 
the imagination. UNH DER. | 
St, Joby wu 1us-:a., ſhore; Catalogue of >the |} 


| ; moſt conſiderable Enjoyments, which this World 
[|' 7-m2.15. can boaſt of: .namely.; The luſt of the fleſh, the 


| luſt. of, the -eyes, , and the pride of | life ; that is," Plea 
| lure, and Profit.,and, Hongur,.. Thele are; alh 


faith he, which, are in _;the;;\world;;/': And "cant 
theſe, any, or all of theſe contrive an Happineſs, 
or purchaſe for us any real Contentment ? Should 
you make a..trial ;of . all the Pleaſures that. are 
under the Sun; ( thoſe .Pleatures whight. chain the 
Senſes, and, bring. a kind of Enchantment upon the 
Mind), and. chem review thera. a lugle after cooly 
and; deliberacely' ;,y0u, would certainly frnd, they 
were. not. at all anſ{werable;r0-..che. expectation 
was zais dof them... /Yea.,the'thew,-theyithake 
at,a diſtance, begins: to. vaniſh commonty' as on 
25,yqu,come-,near, therlz : :and;-wheti you think 
oaks, hgld of, them... ike; ſome:.phancafti; 
cal appearances, ,they. pals. away. between! yaur 
| Fingers: ones 930 7p TOR (1h ſirth : 
Wlzc.2. 1,2 4 {aid 4 my heart, Go. te nw, 1 will\provertheel | 
with mirth:, .therefore-,enjoy pleaſure 3:lays ' Solomon: 
>, Thus he. ſers,our wich a({trong, reſplucionto be 
"Happy, £, bur fee, 4las,,the. wretched diſappoincf, 
4.” meaC-1n the very;;next-; Words ; Behold this glſo.5Þ 1 
wy & | vanity, 
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RN vakiey. tl 7 ſaid of 0 i ood ;: and _—_ 
þ OT LUC 0 5:1 20 win! 
{If:itherdtBe any: ci inidhe Delis ofiiſed 
fie vivisÞby az Tiny ſob vighemos cpUr filves, 
diatowienaretcapableooþ ins | How: imany:dagraes 
down ituſt;h:Ri zſqnable andiImmortal Spm o 
ſtink Re can'h to/ perceive. ai 
Its jpdbler: Faculriencranlt: ber al ng 
dl bidcaſkep!? © muſt! becpurie 4an hunk 
ing :ingopfiderate thing,» like the; Shuh:'of:14 
yory A whenlſogver' ic:necovers-es Siva 
reg. ind ther ule of;lits/proptr !Powets/2/How 
jay! ttt alk '1216'! birtderneds |: kc 
tormeptsio ſelf owidy: iAngitiith] Indigoation;:.a0d 
) GT Fore in ”_ wh 
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whar wall-not- ior him-in:a\ day of diſtzeſs; 4 
minute of Eaſe, ora drop of Refreſhmeas. Tha 
| darling 

[' 1 he - 7 is ooh a iicdhining Bark 
| nftande OY 


had the nd th {hare of rar; dab fofficiend 
thewn'thar they were far from CC | 
Some” further 'thing} hath been © flall. in.” clic 
Thoughts and their Wiſhes ro render;therm un 
quiet, He; that, from-beingthe King of. alimle 
Country, carried bs Dominjon over the grearcit 
part 'of ' the the: known World, -cbuld. non voy. 
tind enough to fatisfie his thirſt of Glo 
now the Reaſon of wan hr niomrn— my ang | gs, 
o- mdeod; ike d 


which Ambion 
ſubſtance; the? prebuy is of abided wich iN 


meetif\i#'with  diſa inchenr in-every'purchace, #3 

''s rm ro feek ro from foe new hope orc 
| ir ination. | : 
* at is therein! Grandeve of Brhinchory 208 { 

piy y the hbonr; ahd difficulties with whith'\ir was 

$2" Whix is! thetb to- Fwecten' the, nary, 
nll noiſe, | and ſa 


very, it enavoidably 'eng 
in'? * What 1s there t6/ballance all the 7 engaged, 


fatal 
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ſa 1 hes f Te? Wharks chews! 3 hay, 19'ds all 

is thele ma 5 Le bur o "hop yen {2 licele pular Air;' an in- 
_ fionih "Op Droud, 
þ". thi op hn and'hipty Like nei; Fools? | 
F, rr ou "[ahchi St; Bina) We 64 bo 1 Tim. 6.2. 
el ik ents AH the "File hb hit ſtrorig 
[ER back It, O42" ”Thar'ia having thefe:two 
ye All chat! To feally "afefiult' | A \virthe 


iy Have, a cob een 22S hv 
Js _ Ken's 


wr that Comma of "hs; Labowr jon 6. 
A Vide" Ramen 
. if Sor an + fac, ' as when Att hath 
& the lt q for: it 4%-utdone) by! theil- 
3 itt Saviour: cas 215 +6 thite 
n A cn Rk his, -1'a ay 4into ou, "that Solomon Mat. 6. 30, 
dh af i 


was mot 79 hike one of theſe.” The 
; Hy at lt bftty in the World Wil ufford'you ns 
rh Fervert 


RE Og $ 
©. it pttfthe, thoNetefitiesoof 
Wy f ed "Condftion'; Vir which'you- ate ot" to 
On TER 
ered ce, ati Firniper, 

I ke 'n6"'Pl Hin Meh fall Fbe L 
4 169 32 Ii Wi 
Ws ” The Va /"f this Life watt Aſa 
Yan the Conte of He" a/ieh pH OE 
F fakure 'of Tho Phith S -whith ml A: 
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many! crgls Actiggdnts; "char $@1 be ,,huhiE a0.0,. 
| [Fed 8.6 7- Arogerher -ajnyj Abd, foolifh-; Baca, Jo ev 


| plir -þb/e (ith): Solotnan,. therg;! j1S] tinge and . judgment; 
I! — heophee the: wileri.of Mos of WEE | 

. be kuoweth 10D tha; - ye Py per A 2 £6 
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lar Gonducts, the e;xipht Seal; 9Py.f proper Car 
gunplbances, ot Agiags being -ha Ps i ou 
If , Ot And after thele ynarrers.. TE hely diſposs; 
| — the Event j js" ſill cayered, with, .4 ell of IRS J 
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the injuſtice and rapine ; having with Pharaoh's 
lean Kine devoured the fat ones, he is ſtill lean 
as before. The Man who plods and flatters, 
tinderrakes the vileft Employments, and ſets him. 
x ſelf out to the+ baſeſt drudgery, complys with e- 
| very Intereſt, is made a Property at pleaſure, and 
ut; | becomes the Tool of every Party, to arrive ac 
+ length at the Height he propoſeth cohimſelt ; finds 
at laſt his labour in vain, after ſo much endea- 
your, the fine Projection miſcarries, the thing 
-E aim'd at proves to him-inacceſſible, or elſe only 
in|} a Precipice whence'he tumbles:down. ; Bur theſe, 
: you will ſay, are'the Counſells of wicked Men ; 
Sz, 


Fand no wonder therefore that they are ſo fte- 
quently blaſted ; there may be yer other deligns, 
Ewhich as they are more juſt,  (o. likewiſe more 
& ſucceſsful; as, the Deſigns of a. Famuly, 'of know- 
kg and wiſdom." True: it is /indeed..that thele 
ions appear ſomewhat more conſiderable, be- 
icing Fired to the ' innocent Inclinations of Man- 
rx kind ; and therefore ſuch as we may more juſtly 
9 f<xpect ſhould proſper; but yer we cannot pur 
e f:hem out. of the number of Vanicies. 

f He, whoſc deſire and labour is for his, Poſterity, 
thoſe Children which | he hopes to leave behind 
hin, is often diſappointed ;, dilappointed even 
e when'he thought he was-entered on:;the Pollellion 


E | of 
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of his Wiſhes.” His Sons and his. Danghters,- «« 
whom his Love was placed, | eicher dye to his { 
row; or live to: his greatet Aorraw ; are  eithe 
fratcht | away and throwij into che Grave, ..c 

f elſe are left to- conſume bis Hyts, | and to grieve þ 

[;: Bleart.. | 01% 6 99570 21. .3:51930 "y 

If '. He that is eager coo :inthe pprſuic} of, kaoy 

In! Sthrwpiapon &« to [er .it above the World, ' is/ ui 

Wh | thi ee bart Vanity. ! Solpwon reckons It laſt f 

" deed ;\ bur! yet he reckons it amongit Inapertine 

| | Eccl. 12. 12+ cies, amongtt Vexations.” Of. making HGny 496 W 

If there is 10-0nd, and much ſdudy\:is, « wedrims, to tl 

Wl eee fleſh, futin Motyr, being '@ Heathen, was! ca 

If Juſtine Mar. Fd with a great deal :of carneſtnels vo the ſtud 

| | cum Try. Of the Greaan Learning, pals d through the fe 

ſl! 16m 13" 521 Schooks of Ara, Pythageras, .and , Ple 

IU} poſt privci- feupht Very Twrioully: for ſomething,  ſarisfacbo 

Wl. amongſt all their Procepts and Diſcoverics; | 

110 nothing! of that kind was 4c pollible for him 


ST Al © mc 


i meet with, till he -encountered a plain aged 'Chi 
1 | iſtian, who talk'd ' of Revelation and a Meſlial 


| who reaſon'd of | Blifs and 4namortalicy,,, Rede 
[10 - ption {and eternal Glory. Lott: 

Ml >. - Our Life is yain 1n reſpect of the-rontinug 
il of ir. Did'this Wonld aftord tuck things, as 
#hake'11s happy,” and were: the method of, £0 


l_ 


i. 


paſſing, then; deſcrived ,wato, us: in, plain and un 

erring Rules ; yet after all, the frailty of.,.che 
Creature, zo whom the fruition; belongs, {is ſo 

dY yery great, as: t9-'give the whole ;the'name gf 
 Yanityus 3/0. ringide noitgts 6 to wor 2d vol 

' oY - - The: many; -our, Saviour (peaks.,bf,, thought, 
»v no. doubt, .he had made-.an; ample. Provitien, fas «- - 
oVE felicicy. . The  marerials, he'ichoſe for, it, yore 

"08 alrcady at bis; command ;: and he care(s'd himfelÞ 

al with Joie expectation of the!happy; iſlae, \Thip Lube 12,19, 


fl will- £: do," ſaich he, \and then {ay auto my fart, take 
Wah thine cafe, Bur, alas! all the- while he forgets 
ug the very thing, which will deſtroy the! Pxgyest;) 


Jl mito bins, thou! fool, this night thy Soul ſhall be requeg'd 
Tai; _ atque ; medipottem' mors. Preavatnt; gue” 


fays:theHyltorian, - concernmg)ane, of: (the great-'<: 44 
d of: Men: as hewas now; deltghing theigieary 
eſt things.” He that by: an uninterrupted 'coutſe 
x of {tudy, arid: dilgence, - and valopr,.:and (uggcets; 


uy hkadiraisd bioaſeht to-a hehe, that mornmanc? 


T ver arcivi dl at: befdre. : And hen that yas now 

forming the deſigns of being yer higher14agd? 

more /ptorious, .tumbles_in his Blood, '|agd-is;fpr- 

v7 Gakenby:all;: et dt Jengrh three: of hyyo Servants) 
I lave/fo:\miudy iregardotor)[the; Emperar:ot the! 


e191) ? LS E World, 
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World, as to take him up, and carry” him 
home. page 

The Medications are very good, though found 
th a Book which is very bad that were occaſion'd 
by the view of a Mariner Shipwrackt, and caſt 
dead upon the Shore ©<Go'niow,' ye Mortals, ſays 
one who eſcaped the danger, © go, and fill your 
« Minds with vaſt Purpoſes : Go now ye . Provi- 
« denr, that are ſettling the Succeſſion of your 
'& Wealth for a thouſand: years. See. hete ' the 
« Perſon, who but yeſterday took 'an' account: of 
«© his Riches, and appointed the day in his thoughts: 
«when he ſhould be at-home. Alas, how far 
« ſhorr is he fallen of. che deſigns he had'imagined! 
© Bi't this 1s not the Lot, 'continues he; : of: thoſe: 
{« alone who commit themſelves to the Faith: of 


* *. 1» © the Seas.” One Man milcarries. thropgh the'de- 


*« feds of 'his Armour, ' another by the tall of -his 
© Chariot, ' and' a third is buried inthe: Ruines of 
© the Place; he came to worſhip' in. | Sometimes 
« Meat deſtroys' him that ,cats 1t, and ſometimes 
« the wane'of it him chat. eats it- not. If there- 
« fore | we reckon aright, .-Shipwrack!-is :every 
« where;/ v.24 Þ. Ut? , Afr 
Indeed the continuance of ii Man , is ſo ſhort, 
ſo'tranſitory, that:the Sacred Writers themſelves 
ſeem, as it were, at-zloſs for words Fufficieatlya: 
| expreſs 


=... 


4 


-s 


-_ a 


2mm CaO ww... ,z, <= 


The Firſt SER M ON, 


expreſs the Vanity- of it. Sometimes this.ough- 
ty thing Life (which we have; {o high an eſteem 
| o for the ſake of which we plow the Seas, and 
| rip. up - the Earth, yea, are ready to turn the 
World upſide: down) . ſometimes, it is call, d-! 
BE Whar'l,pray 2 Not a Julizn Period,. or ,a Platauck 
" Year, not a Summ to be reckond by Centuries 
or. Ages; bpt, a Duration, co be meaſured by the 
Contimuance, of ,a. Flower, or a Leaf, of Graſs: 
All fleſh. is as graſs, and. all the glory of Mgt , as the 1 P-1. 24. 
lower. of  grafs : the. grafs withereth, and the flower 
thereofi falleth away. And at other times an Em- 
blem is; made ule of, that may, exprels a greater 
ncertainty.; a, Vapour 'is choſen, fornething ex- 
led out of che Earth on a ſuddain, and' tols'd 
way. with the Wind. | What ts. your life ? it is Jam-q14: 
ven a Vapour, that appeareth for a little time, and 
mponſheh wor, 
; And; not, ro, ſearch. into the Ages. paſt, and fo 
ck our here and there ſome extraordinary 19- 
tances of humane Frailry : conſider but whar 
ou have ſeen with your own Eyes, think up9n 
e ſpeed of ſome, and the infancy of others, 
yhich have gone before you ; yea lay the three- 
Core years and ten ( which a few, amoneſt many 
[houlands,;, come. up to) into the Balance a- 
ainſt Eternity : wF then all” theſe expreſſions 
23+” kia "uy wall 
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| TT oper* and rariftal: beifcs bur ſuited 
10th ot uncertainty they” would b. 
{cribe: - 


Indeed, Bridbireh let us bur :Jook iinte# our ow 
frame: lers us examine the Materials ovit 
which we are” formed" che" knenels* 'of : thof 
Threads with which 'we are woven + let us cor 
ſider 4 little how thany Thouſand very[tende 
Parts are necellary ro keep 'on-the wotk'of Tiff 
and withal\ what variety of diſorders all "tha 
parts are conſtantly liable to: And'then it” 
appear unto us' one of the greateſt ' WeAdias | 4 | 
whole Creation preſents us with; that'ſtich' thing 
As we ate, ſhogtd be able'ro continnie, 'mot: 41 
twenty,” Or thitty, or forty yeats; bue- only 
ewo or three days, or two or chree hotirs: ro 
ther. | 
Having thus Dhinen ou 2 "Yds Fi vital 
"Puritane L ft : L NOW me to, make ule"6f © 
*Confideration of it :' and'the things [ would ©. 
commend, as plainly tollowing't from, 1 ir, are th 1 
three */ | | 2 976.0 1008 
JO 10 You v5 211 bi Cloris) 149 h9*ql ' 
Nox to be in love withic,” Finds,» did 
'”" Fo etideayour for" -\ Mk & 
© © To accqung the : polkeflipn' c A gab ten , of 
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1; Our condigon/in this preſene World, being 
0 vain'4 thing, Jet : tis manifeſtour beliet of 


[oi 


lowdn';, (pcaking (of. \ former. Teo potaity: Enjoy: 
ts) "ſet thine eyes uþon that which a not? Wile 
Shot be'fond':of what has no. neal Being, doat 
Of pon Shew, and! cope; Shadow: 21 Latndiuirea- 


dBnable":Creazires, I beſecchi-y0u\,ary -Brecbrtd, 


J * 
f , 


'y 


þ rhe ' purſuic of Trifles. \Lor us) mot place ous 
"} ceive us. In ſhort, let us;*not 4eck:ifos fawil- 
ation there, wheve nodhing 16 £0 be found bur 
by Vaniwy 
The ch is, WE kak! bead fol oinſlainek © 
tales, char. ſuch. Do&rine};as:this, dsihor che 
Y part ſomewhar dad! at. Gpcitidn. We 
me many of us been1o: long us d to.a giand 
nion”of ' the World, that we know ;not how 
begin to think meanly of it: Nea.db we open 
For Eves au liedle at; amyctime, and fechkomebat 
; to the. jſoune ' {Imming / Appearance dar 
3 bur fag hit:: "If wkis: (awake a}mic, zene folr 
ir fans us again into our former ſlumber, wheue 
TY we nite eas d wichifanmraſkick Ideas, with a 
cart ob bolicicy...! The Geraleman idudiri a1, 


( 
recurnimg 


Aciiorh 


Orbis by- nat! lelay,. It; iJbve". #b itt) Walt thaw':( lays Prov. 23: $. 


i euiley of any tuch extravaganet. ; /Lxtind nat - 
kale our ſebves with E mpcinels, and be zealous . , 
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returning from Baniſhment; ſeemx'd + to himſelſſ} 
abundantly ſatisfied 'of the Follies of Ambition, 
and 'the _ of the World ;'ideclaim'd; earneſt. } 
U 
a 
li 


————— 


i ly againſt his former courſe'of :Life, and refolved 
1: now for 'a 'Philoſophical Retirement, to ſpend 
ſ All the litde time ſhould be further allow'd him, 
l [irnkepc's. in'a-happy- Eaſe'and "Tranquillicy.. With the 
Yi || x46:&-- Thoughts and: Deſigns he addreſſerh himſelf - toff 4 
[1 | raxides. O35 L Bl 
it | 289%," his: Journey ; bur he meets as he goes: on with 
M1 | 22:25, & Letters from Ceſar : and the force, alas! of ſui 
pom ©; a Charm is not to be refiſted, his Stoiciſm mel; 
(Arran. erh preſently-away, and all the late- Purpoſes ate © 
cap.15 NOW Quite forgotten. 
Be'fure therefore to uſe your utmoſt Induſty 
not to be impos'd on : caſt off the prejudice « 
unreaſonable Luſts, all that Favour and Aﬀecti 
on which blind the Eyes, and 'warp the Judy 
mint, 'that ſo. ar length you may be able t 
make /a due : eſtimate in this matter, For 0 
Thoughts about theſe: things are not meer ſpeci 
lation, where tho' Truth be deſtreable, we rw 
no hazard4in erring : But they are the very bai 
com- on: which'. we build our Happinels,- accord 
ing to: the firmneſs of which it will either tang] 
| or fall. mh 
W\ | Indeed there is a certain Light, through whid 
| , if ye look: on /:this mortal Lite, you cannot 1 
| miſtake 


ke 
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miſtaken in ir. There is a certain temper of the 
Mind , -wherewith- if you conſider the World, 
| you will ſee through the fncus or diſguiſe, which 
uſually covers it, and perceive truly what it is, 
and what regard it deſerves. I ſhall give you a 
licle dire&tion in this matter. 

( 1.) Conſider this Life, as it' appears im the 
day of  Afffiftion : Conſider it as the Warmth and 
Sunſhine ceaſe, as the Clouds gather over your 
Heads, and a Storm approacheth. Contider it 
IK 25 the Body is ſer upon the rack of a Dileaſe, 

jor the Mind afflicted. What taſte have ye, O 
JK all ye Earthly things, what Reliſh, what Sweer- 
nels is there in you at ſuch a time as this is ?' 
What Refreſhment has the Man, who lies {corch- 
x ing upon his Bed, who is tortur'd with Pain, or 
.& whoſe Soul is pierced by the Arrows of the Al- 
} mighty 2. What comfort has he then in thinking 
he-1s the Maſter of ſo many Acres, or ſo many 
Bags ; that his Table is loaden with Delicacies, 
Sand his Houſe bedeck't with no common Art ; 
that he. is a Perſon of Name, and hath been the 
riff talk of 'the World ? | 
nf  ( 2-) Conſider this Lite as it appears on the 
{Day of Death. Imagine that, a Suramons being 
ia &nr-you for ' a ſpeedy Removal, an/Hour or two 
were all the time; you- could ' further - expe&t (in 

this 
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# Sir John Ma- 


this World : and then conſider what thought 
you mult needs have of this preſent Life, asyou L 
chus lookt back upon it from the briak/ of - Erer. - 
AIC. jk 

Certainly, Brethren, tho we are now apt to hh 
put ſo great a value upon it, ic will then appear of 
a weerched impertinence, when all the Treaſure] * 
of the Haſt and Weſt will not bribe us to a Smile; 
When Ceremony and Attendance become naule b? 
ous: When there ſhall be no "Taſte in Meat offi 
Drink, neither wall the Ear hear the Voice © 
Singing Men or Singing ' Women: When | © 
Soul is preparing for 'us everlaſting Flight, and 
the Body ro go down 90 that Earth out ot whickif 
K was taken, 

Bur, that you may know, how the World 
looks to a Peron on the Day, of his Death: 1 
will give you the Thoughts of two / dying | Men, 
both of -our own Nation, as we tiave them 4 
mongſt other very good things in a late Collethian 
One as great a States Man almoſt as ever was, 
Privy Councellor te four Princes : whole Dedarh” 
tion on his Death-bed was: this * have feenfi? 
*the. molt Remarkable things im Foreign Parts 
* been.;; prefear for, thirty; Years. . zogerher- at 
* moſt , 1 ran{actipns; of '{State, | had have. learnlff 
* this aſker {o' many Years: $xperienoc, Thar: SeF" 
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cioulnels is_the-greateſt Wiſdom, Temperance 
(the... beſt Ph yhck, and a good Conſcience the 
© beſt ; Eſtate : And were ef live again, I would 
' change the! Court: for a. Cloyſter ; the buſtlesof 
oþ*State for.an obicure. Retirement ; and the whole 
; iLife Lliv'd. inthe Palace; for one Hours eftjoy- 
' ment of God in the Chappel : All chings-elte 
forlake, me elder ny _ my Ducy, and any 


Prayer.) 7 «br 


\; The othes,! a aa bbs as mitch Reading, 4 Mr. Selden,, : 
, any Our lauer Ages have afforded; who, whetrhe © L 
ame £0; die; amongſt all the Leatning oF the 

K Sons of Men, which he had furvey'd, amoneſ 
all the numerous Books and Manuſcripts he had 

xrus'd and was: Maſter of, could: not meet with 

ay thing that gave the ſatisfaCtion to his Soul, 1 +: 4 

" Shich he found in theſe words of Se; Pal: The Tit. 2. 11,12; 

l race-of God, which brmgeth ſalvation, hath appeared 

a6, all. men; teaching us, "that denying unvodlineſs and 

a | wlll, luſts, we ſhould live foberly, rixhteouſly; ay 

odly: in this preſent world, 

col \(-3-). Conkider roo what this Lifo wil api 

W \the Day. of Judgment. Thar is: the cries whey E 
Diſguiſesthall utterly vaniſh, and Wvery ys]. ©: 7, 
teen iv its proper Colours. Think thirefore 

Fat you now: itood:befort che Tribunal-of- the” 

ce2d Chi, abit thare-ir wers required of | you 
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ſignifie, when there ſhall be no reſpect 'of Perf 
ſons; when the obſcure Slave will be upon the 
ſame Level with the Crowned Head ; when thete 
ſhall be no diſtinction known,” but thar- of- th 
ſheep on the right hand, and the goats on the left? 

\- Whar will the having been the Poſleflor of : 

great deal of Gold and Silver, many Houſes and 
much Land be then accounted ' of, when th 
whole Frame of the World is cracking and' di 
ſolving ; the earth burning up, and the elements melt 
ing. with fervent heat ? 

\ Finally, What will . the Memory: of paſt Ple: 
fures, amount to, the Deliciouſneſs of \this Fare; or 
the Sumptuouſnels of that Cloathing,  or- thi 
Sweerneſs of the other Enjoyment? Yea, hov 
glad would many be, if no ſuch things had'eve 
been, then, when a ſtrict account is ro be'given' 

every thing that bath been done m the fleſh? Bur, 

2. If our Condition is ſo vain a thing, the: 
hence allo let us be ftird up to vigorous an 
hearty endeavours after a better, Tho' our preſent 

Habl 
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Habiratjon,, or[racher Place of ; our Pilgrimage be 
nothing,.clle but Vaniry ;. yer-chere s- a Councry, 
| which) we have heard of, abounding with. ſub- 
| ſtancial things. 
| .|. Thoſe that have ſeen ir, and. known, it, ;and 
|| came from it, have made relations of what it is: 
«| They have ſpoken much of the Joys and the-Glo 
| ries of it, haveold us, that nothing there is Dark, 
+| or Frail, or [Tranſicory ; bur all-chings Pure, Clear, 
| and, Admirable; of a Goodneſs more cxtenſive 
than our. very Deſires, Brighter than ten thouſand 
| Suns, and as Laſting as Eternity : yea, they have 
aſſur'd us that the things of ic are unſpeakable, | be- 
yond:the , power, of Words or Delcription. 
| . We have too ſufficient ground to believe, that 
4 this bleſſed Condition is nor ſuch as cannot belong 
tous; but that we are capable of it, and were.cven 
-| Originally defign'd for it, that, as the Author of the 
# Book. of Wiſdom ſpeaks, God created man to beim- wiſe. 2. 24, 
4M mortal, and made him to be an Image of his own eternity. 
) 


tn dh. 


8 Yea more than all this,' Solemn Overtures have 
{| been made, Meſlages have been ſent to us : We 
have been direted, enabled, invited, perſwaded 
with the greateſt carneſtneſs to come, - and to. {e- 
cure to our ſelves this bleſled Habitation. 

nf And Oh, my Brethren, ſhall we not: now 
1 think it worthy of our thoughts and our caxe 3 


Shall 
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Shatt-we ; rp 6f- us neglect any! lon "__ m7 526bvhi 
ply” with thof' methods,” which Heaven hath 
found'ont for tranſplanting” of us from” Vithiry 
and Trouble into Blits and Immorality? -*'-:--: 
' "4 is riot indeed any light performance!” which 
will fib'us fot chatbetter fate; -not' a terſe Oli? 
fide'Service, of .a little Lip- devorion ; no, fror 0 
now- and then a pious Warmth, or 'a melch 
Temper'; not 4 lifing our ſelves in this. 6r'char Nd 
Party, Or beimg reckoned under fnch a/ Denottij A 
\ 
t 


narion. ' The paſſage. through the fivair® Gate 4 
not {o caſte as thale things. 'Bur it is a' faith thi 
whrketh by love, a due conformity: ro al che Evo Bd 
gelical: Propofals, 2' working concintiatly wit} *F6ak a 
ant ' wemblmg, 2 having,” Srv Minds above "the q 
World, /ro-it fo as if we 5d it not!- "Inthore;' 2 fo 
being Religious, Sober, Juſt ark Chirirable i K 
our Corverfation. 

Theſe #re' the Terms which! this At 4d i 
Covenant requires; and ſhall we Rar: atche'dif 
hculty of them, fince they lead ro real and laſt. 
mg Good? Shall we be di(couragd'in an ' urktiet 
eaking, thar will” advance ts abovye-rhe Vahicy' of foi 
this prefent Life,” add fome ſolidity eveh 'to rhefe 
fleeting things, converring our pert{hing Riches 
mro an Heavenly Treafure, and at length bring iri 


nsto a gtorions Frernity ? ay 
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| Thirdly and Laſtly, our Eſtate art preſent being 
vain, ler ns "account the poſſefion-of thr better. one, 
we heave been {peaking of 1% evil; Teo us tor 
be unwilling -to "enter, -when iGad's 'time {hall 
come, upon theſe never jading Enjoyments: our 
Gives! or ſeem to cavy' tho fruition of a] £0 


oor departed Friends. | ©. 
lndecd tor thoſe, who'are wklb>the Palo! of 


the Church,” or for the \negligeqr 'wichn «c,'' robe 
amazed at the Appreheafions of death; '' is but 
what is natural,” is but wharisroo teafoakble)/ 'Buc 
for Chriſtians wo: be-fo afefted; ſhews thar fore: 
thing is'yer amiſs with chem ;'chac-thoquh: they 
are- Iſraelites trayelling for Cam, they have-not 
quite forgot the things of 'Exypt ; that (ome: xe: 
mains areſtill in them of the Love of this pretone 
World, or elſe longs Tineture of Infdelicy.cr:1.97) 
Certainly, Brethren, if we areas we ought tg 
be; if, the Sacred Truths” of the! Galpel are 
hroughly allenved to im our Minds; and the 
Poatte: of Religion has'mew form'd 'one beans, 
: Bhallibe ready'ro lay tnderithe! expedtarioes of 
ur own deaths, with an humble Confddencorian 
he/ Morns.of our'Riedcender, Come Lord Jeſus, cone 
wokly ;/ ard arti the deparyuve! of our. Ohrittiary 
hicwds The Lox hath: thken alway; bloſſed be rhe 
ame of the Lord. 
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As for our Neighbour. and Friend whom : we 
havemnow committed to the Grave, 'as' I 'am not 
forid of: fuch a Task in this Place, fo I am nat ( 
ſufficiently qualified to give you the perfect Cha." 
rater -of him. Our Chriſtian hope is, that he 

hath exchanged a Scene of Vanity': for; eternal 
Glory. - He: hath, long been. exerciſed- with 


oo. 
Jo 
4 


croubleſome, a ;/paintul Diſcafe, a Sacred Difci 
the/World; and, :we hope, he was, not unfriurful [ 
under it.:\: Yea, ' he' manifeſted that he was nor, 
a very: charitable Converſation. - His Death-bedfſ” 
ſhew'd him Devout 'and: Pijous ; and he was fre 
treamly unſafe to begin on it, it is-neither ſafe! | 
give: over:on-1t, Repentance, 
[ have often-given/ on ſuch occaſions ; becauſe iſe 
is ſome ofthe: beſt I. can give on/ſuch occaſions}pe 
him, -( for; che-beſt of 1s are infuim  and-(falliffex 
ble) learn.co\avoid. | The things; thac- wete” Viriri 
reſolve to\tranſeribe and; imitare.r \ »\ ' 2þ11511 Yo 
| __ 1 


pline ſufficient to inſtruct him in. the Vanity of 
by/'an/upright, and juſt}: andy as I am inform'd 
| quent-in the| Acts of a Duty, which. as it is. « 
Bur i ſhall-conclude all with'that advice, which 
The Failings, the Defects, char you obſerv'd ci 
tuons, and+ Holy, Comely, and/of : good Re 
Th 
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-; ECCL. 43. 
I praiſed the dead which are already dead, 


more than the living which are yet 


| alive; 
0 » that That excellent Perſon made it his bu- © 
A  fineſs for ſome time to find- out a pru- 
hfdent Man : He diligently fearch'd amongſt the 
iſereral Ranks of People co dilcover, if it were 
poſſible, one truly Wile. x 
nf A Task ſomewhat like it is that, which a more 
ligexcellent Perſon, by a much more excellent Spi- 
Fric, is engaged in bk in this Book of Eccle- 
tf flaſtes. He gave his heart to ſeek and to ſearch out by Ec 1. 14. 
wiſdom, concerning all things that. are done under hea- 
: yen; he made a very ſtrict enquiry, and athing 
G c 


Lato, in his Apology for Socrates, tells us, _ Oper: 
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he lookt for was Felicity : what fort of People 
are in the Condition moſt _defirable and bleſled. 

He ſeeks for theſe amongſt the Gay and theſſ 
Pleaſant, thoſe. whaygive themlelves -wp- co the 

ratification of} all; their irregalar Appetices;ſ 
Pur here he cannot "find thein. He"- continu 
his enquiry amongſt the Induſtrious and the 
Careful, and with the {ame error and diſappoint 
ment. He ſearcheth amongſt che Knowing andſ# 
the Great, the Plodding and rhe*Active, the Menf- 
of Deſign and Buſineſs: yea he runs throug 
the ſeveral Orders of the World ; bur his labout 
is ſtill fruitleſs, all the - diſcovery he is able 
make being only this, VANITY ANDF 
VEXATION OF SPIRIT. 

His (carch being unſucceſsful above Gro 
he tries withal a litrcle what can be mer with uns 
der it, views the hollow Eye-pits, the:[ſhatrerd 
Bones, and mouldring Aſhes m;the Grave / Aa 
of this enquiry, | behold the*'refult, 1 praifed tif? 
dead, lays he, which are already dead, more than th 
Irving which ave yet alive. _— Wa. 

The general Delign of. che Preacher 1n' the 
words fſcems- plain! enough, 'they being a declaff 
ration, that in'the accounts of Happineſs, the" 
Condition of the dead is to be prefer'd to that aff” 
the living. DIS! 191131 Ct 11 

| Thi 
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| The former of theſe two ſtates is whar he 
| Blately examined ; and cha' ( as he thought fit £0 
ieovern [himſelf ).:he mer with- nothing 11/11 but 
corruption and uncertainty ;_ yet returning and con- 


OBidering the Calamities of Life,” Death appeaz'd 


J 


«6clirable, and he began to praile;#. Like one a- 
maz'd with) many. grievances before. his Eyes, he 
tics: 0u6,//and leems:to-fay ſuch words as-thele : 
Werathi1s:.che tying indeed; which humbleth the 
ride of: the higheſt Mortal, down to the level 
Wt che meanct Slave: yea ſome curious reſearches 
uſuxc afforded. us but impertet relations of the dif 
freoce, in leaveth, berween the Man and the Beaſt ; 
Worever we cannor caltly: imagine it to! be more 

olerable than the preſent Bondage. Tho' che 
{Houle we mult all go-to at Jaſt be fo dreadful co 
8s, that we are apt to recoil, and (hrink, and noc 
Field, at any rate, to be willing to enter it ; yer is 
of poſſible ra conceive. more: untufferable things 
$1 it, than the. Labours and Sorrows, which now 
\\lmoſt perpetually opprels the Sons of Men ? 

BA very ancient Commearator dif- _ , DEN 
: ; ; 1 renunciaſt ſeculo, fi 

ofovers 12 myſtical Senſe in this place, abjeciti vicia, 6 jam non 
1,$2d would ;aunderitand . by. the dead, norms ——_—Y 
ich 28 are dead to {1n; and by the {91 < lo gyj vivie peceato, Þ 
of", ole char ſtyl go on in it. | An | dabilis vices. in Num. 12: | 
Pierpretation, which contajns a Truth, * © 
The T (; 2 a very 
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a very great Truth ; but nor, I think, what i 
agreeable here. I ſhall conſider the words ac 
cording to their literal/ meaning, which I rake ty 
be this, That the miſeries mankind is expos'd to m thi 
preſent Life, are ſufficient to make them confider Deat 
as a thing of advantage. 

Man, ſaith Job, leth down, and rifeth not, till t 
heavens be no more : He goes into the Region | 
Death ; but he does not return and make diſc 
veries of the place. The evils of Life are thing 
of Senſe, we ſee them, we very often feel them 
bur of what ſhall be hereafter the only infor 
mation we can receive is by Reaſon and Rey 
lation. In the following diſcourſe I ſhall :then 
fore endeavour to ſhew the advantages of -t 
dead above the living boch thele ways : as the 
are tobe diſcern'd, 


1. By meer Natural Eyes; »'9:! 
2, By the Eye of Faith. ' 


1. The benefits of Death, as conſider'd þ 
natural Men, are but mean and low ; yet ſom 
thing, we know, they have been able to. percci\ 
' 1n it preferable to the Evils of this miſerab 
Life: and chat with relation both to the Bod 
and the Soul. 


(1.) 1 


_— CO” — td. ad dtd. M 
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( 1.) As for the Body, they could fee nothing 
in the difſolution'of . it, but what is common to 
10 Brutes : That which befalleth the Sons of Men, be- 
hy falleth Beaſts : All. go unto one' place, all are of the 
al Duſt, and all turn to Duſt agam : fo the Preacher 
ſeems ro {peak their Sentiments, Chap. 3. verſe vid-Norr. in 
thif 19, 20. Some of the Greek Philoſophers fell in- viper Perr. - 
"OF deed upon the Opinion of a Reſurrection ; bur A 
coll the Tener, we find, had but ſlender entertains 19m e2P. 
oF ment : for when St. Paul Preach'd at Athens, it devericRelig 
was treated as an impoſſibility. ITY 
Bur, tho' the wiſer Heathen for the moſt parr 
could ' not hope for a return of the Body from 
© the Grave, they could however conſider it there 
I 2s filent and at reft, they could perceive an end 
© of all the Labours, Pains, and Grievancts of it. 
How often does a Man throughout the courſe 
of no- long Life complain of Hunger, and Thirſt, 
and\Wearineſs * How often is he ſcorched with 
burning: Heats > How often are his Sinews, his 
Bowels pierc'd through with unſufferable Pains, 
ſo that he roars like a diſtracted Perſon becauſe 
uy of the violence of the torment? Now Death 
1\F puts-/an. end to all theſe diſorders ; Sighs, and 
1D Complaints, and Cries are not heard in the Pit:: 
20 The fatal thing comes as an Univerſal Remedy 
tor all kinds of Diſeaſes and Miſeries, and 27-6 
re 
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W| fore' the approach of ithath ' been ſometimes de. 
bi fired with much impatience. Wherefore, lays Job, 
| Fob. 3. 20, — 75 light given to bim that is 1m miſery, and life unty 
is the bitter in foul? Which long for death, and'it coniet 
| 

| 


| not, and dig for it more than for hid treaſures : which 
rejoice exceedingly, and are-glad when they can fmd thy 
grave. of; | 


| ( 2.) Concerning. the condition of the Soul af 


f 


: 
al 
l 

$ 


| ter Death, there has. been mach uncertainty :in ſc; 
| the Opinions of natural Men. Who knoweth, {aith 
the Preacher, Chap. 3. verſe 21. the ſpirit of, a marſh; 
that veth upward, and the fpirit of the beaſt tha 
goeth downward * Who by the: Light of: Reaſon 
can be certain (for fo ſome underſtand the- place); 
of any fuch difference ?-:Or, according) to-others i 
who is able to ſtate the difference right, declah 
| ring the things of each? Same of the leamedſſþ; 
| _—_— Heathen fancied that che Soul, iminediately wiſh, 
TINT tb. 1. & elu- the Body becomes unfit forir, 'vaniſherbvinta. che 
SM Gs bin foft Air: and the greater number, whoi were con 
WALES + 2-7- yinc'd of its Immortality, were'yet fnll-of doulfþ 
about irs fixure Condition and' Employment, 
However, amid(t all this darkneſs, they were:ablrfſ 
wo diſcern ſomewhat more valuable chan the-purſhix 


ſerx Slaveryi”- To be even nothing ar all, they 


fad 


chought, was'nor to be milerable : and what(o 
ever abode the Soul, in cale it lurvives, 1s to ha 
after}; 
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ifibr fiber Death; nie! could-nor eaſily be believed's more 
 Þ inconverttent [than the Prifor x 'now dwels in. © 
EF It wds.obfery'd' by Eliphax, that trouble is the 7% 5-7: 
\ ED Birthrighe:of Man's. chat ic is as-narural for him 
bY co undergo! it; 125 for the 'Spatks x0 fly upward. 
' The ſenfe'ss (otniewhit different inthe Septwagint ; aun anime | 
but '3t occalions the follawing Paraphrale of an Comici apud- | 


Arhenzum 


excelleft! Father: '* Hutnane Nature, lays he, is Ariog MY 
(aftrior texhe Prbducdtionsof the” Exrth. and the © oo TR 


qu 
Monntattis, which: know no ſorrow cities in _ L.6. | 
their- beginnings or increaſe. Yea, the Birds are Hec'. Chry=- | 

ſoſtomus, & | 


allow'4 make their Motions without pain, and fimilia fere 
to gather” their/Meat without trouble, but Man 2 mgiode:. 


Win alt theſe things is very miſerable. in Job. 

18 And dedirations of the ſame kind are often | 
ſnct with in the Books of the Gentiles. - Seneca 
elonfdering the” wretched Circum- © | 


ra nos incommoda agi- 
diſprop ortion between the Inn and ir male nobis _ | 
2 Guelt; thence concluding, that {0 | os or of Cle in aliens tee 
Koble 4 Being could not be defi ignd I ces 


Nor iſo: vile arr Habirarion. 

bic And'/Plnjy Writing 1 the Hiſtory of living Gras _ _ 
Pires,” begins ir with a complaint,” That'Narure TIM 
ICTYath been”! radre unkind 'to Man than to any | 
- er” ZI \Heis."'ifhys he /' ar rſt the [| 
eek! and Uwbys aRtet the molt didkly- thing. 1 


I 


| 
nces of humane Life, wonder'd-ar | No" videmus quam mul- | 


Other 
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Other Animals are acquainted with neceſlary Art , 
without the trouble of Inſtruction ; but Man # 
knows not any thing till he is caught, unleſs i} 
be how to-cry.. To him alone, among all li 
ving things, belong Mourning, and Luxury, andy, 
Ambition, and Coveiatlact and Superſtition... 
As the Life of nothing elſe is more frail, ſo nofflc 
other Appetites are  more'-inſatiable | than his 
None are fo apt to' be terrified and/confounded x 
None more diſpoſed to Rage; and /Fury. - Otherſir 
living Creatures of the {ame kind live Peaceablyſ 
together, we ſee them joyn and -oppole tholf]- 
that oppoſe them: The hercenels / of. Lions ih 
not engaged againſt Lions, neither do, [Serpenty.. 
bire one another; but Men, alas! are the greatel / 
Enemies to Men, the Kind is perpetually at Wa ] 
with it ſelf, and one ſeeks the Miſchief and” Ruff, 
ine of the other. | 32 4 % 29:1 
Indeed, he that duly conſiders the Thraldonſ” 
of an Intelleftual Being, as it is now fetter'd i 
this Priſon of Earth, made liable ta'ſo man, 
Impreſſions, dilcompoſed and: agitated by ſo muſics 
ny Paſſions , and enflav'd to Corruption, mula 
needs conclude that Man 1s the. only « Hts a” 
ſomething extraordinary hath, befall'n ;- thar 
ther God, who -made him, defign'd him ar fil 


for greater Miſery than the reſt of the Creature 
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For elle ( which is indeed” the truth) that he is 
"Ytumbled down*from his Original Perfe&tion, and 
becvtne only the Ruines'of what heewas. 
And 'now. it was the'iview of ſuch” difordefs 
nd perplexities'of Life which gave the chief oc- 
ifion to thoſe Heathens dike to beſtow 
"Wo' frequently their Commendations on 'Death: 
$0 how: ignorant, fays one of /them, are theſe Peo- 
ple ' of what they tuffer, who do not magnihe 
WDeath as the beſt of things! Some call'd''it the lorum ſuorum 


quibus non 


| |! emedy of evils, che Deſire of the alflicted-; mors ut opti- | 
Fchers' conſider'd -it\\as a thing -which rights all 3pm naw: 


"BVrongy; -levels''all Inequality; and inſpires with laudar ! 


F \ Senec. de Con» | 
qnerons Reſolutions, Andi by: the cuſtom of a ſolar. ad Mare. | 


Ce 20s 


hole Nation the + Funerals of the Dead wert *Q;7 9wuais: | 


: ! Sevamw £Y- 
perform'd! with. Songs and other expreſſions of 57 oy 


oy; whereas the new-born Infant was received 05my wiz- 
; . / . \ of 
y: them: into the World, with Sorrow and 'La- ary pe 


KaYs Aiſchy- | 


entrartion. FR lus apud Plu- 


rarch. Tom. 2- 


106, Multi extitere, qui non naſci optimum cenſerent, aur quam ocyſſime abolert. 


lin, Secundus Nat, Hiſtor, in Przfar, ad lib. 7, ad ca, ut videtur, reſpiciens quz dia ſunt | 
le Sileno, Alcidamo & pluribus aliis a Cicerone Tulcul. quaſt. lib. 1. H#C ubi res fortuna |} 
| diviſit —<xzquat omnia—— Hzc eſt,' inquam, quz effecit ut naſci \non fit ſupplici- || 
Wa; quz efficit ur non concidam adverfus minas caſunm -— Seneca ubi ſupra. Tay & | 
door ajpitCdefer ' ot egominavres cxoqteyy), box ww IG, ind Te Offer dramijrer | 


p* dvorebjuluer TH dvIpemia mira, md.9vte* Toy 5 ST wouper, maiGornts * x, nt ors 


1 naauH]vor in\tgevres Gowy 1axdv Jamal £57 & 7&1 dy fuevin, Hzc de | ; 


| 


rauſts populo Thraciz Herodotus lib. 5. $. 4+ | 


H 


: 
j 


\ 


| 
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We have thus ſufhciently ſeen how Sodoman;flg 
declaration in the Text holds true, as; the thing q 
it concerns are view'd  þy natural Men. And; 
haye been 'the longer in ſhewing it, -becauſe'( aÞj / 
it is the Opinion of ſeveral Expoſitors, and ah 
methinks is manifeſt from the foregoing and fol 
lowing words) by ſuch Meaſures as -#bole | thifhy 
wiſe Man was now - conduCting his :Enquiriey 
To- prove that the. great pretenders of the Work 

| are miſtaken in their thodphr of Felicity, b; 
| walks along with them /a lictle in their-own PathYz 
| 1 King! 4. 33- tQ (earch it out. He that :ſpake of trees, from't d 
. i cedar that is in Lebaian, #yen nta the:|byſſope t 


[4 
- 
'T 
.E 
- 


j 

lift -. fpringeth out of the wall; that: ſpake alſa of beaftii 

| and of fowl, and of creeping things, and of - fiſhah# 

feems here to take Man forthe ſubject: of |hlhi 
Ii! Philoſophy, conſidering hira-and his: Happinek 

| +7 as tO be known bythe, help.alone of: :mcer une 

+ lightened Reaſon. (:2:15.27"00hy 

| 2. The firſt thing propos'd being finiſh'd, hh 

now come to the {econd, to thew the adyantartſha 

| "of ,the, Dead abave the: Limng, - as they ave to. be. dſp: 

* "cern'd by the Eye of Fiith..” A. cloudy and corriighuc 

ted Reafon can © afford bur yery doubetnl aſp 

counts of what fhall be hereafter ; bur the do4 

fects of that are abundantly ſupplied ro tif 

Church by Revelation from above. The Gre 

| | God 
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God, who ts: the Lord of: Death, and whoſe Com: 
mands it. always: obeys, hath been pleas'd to ac- 
quaint us with the things which he himſelf hach 


appointed to ſucceed it. 


: All the forts:-of mankind come, +you (know, 
mader:0ne. or other . of 'theſe rwo: denominations, 
VRiehteows and Wicked. - Now the words of Solo. 
Wu, in the Texr, being indefinite, and the $6 ©77"= ©58 


GU LU TUA; 


enty Interpreters having renderd. them by :fuch »v 79n- 


Ws are expreſly: Univertat : 'Some of: the Fathers 


T5 — Sept. + 


Wave apply'd them as to the former, ſo to the 


ater alſo; aſſerting that even to Re- 
xrobates themlelves a ſpeedy Death is 
xetter than a (prolonged Life: For fo 
jeir Iniquity ( which is the only cauſe 
Df Infelicity) is cut off, and conſe- 
Wuently the degree of their furtre 
fferings tomewhac leflen'd : He thar 
1nnks under ' the trantgrefſions of a 
w Weeks or Months, being likely to 

d, Wherie more eaſic torments, than they 


Gravius eſt enim ad pec- 
earum vivere quam in pec- 
cato mor} z quia impius quam 


; diju vivit peccatum auger : 


Si moriarur peccare definit. 
S. Ambr. de bono Morris, c.7. 
"Ay + 38 moyned; 3 7, 1ex6- 
"T1 Tu. 7 narias hums TA 
714 7@-. S Chryſoſt. Tom. 
1- Þ. 734+ Edit. Savil. Simile 
quiddam habcr divinus ille 
Phiioſophus  Boerius lib 4. 
Prof. 4 Si nequitia miſer6s 
facie, miſerior fit neceſle cit 
diutucnior nequam. 


a8Fat have gone on in a- courſe of Impenitency 
apr many Years. And this Opinton is not with- 
riiFuc ground trom other places of Scripture : The | 
 ſpoltle tells us, that they who deſpiſe the riches of Rom, 2,49.$+ 
+ fod's goodneſs, forbearance, and long ſuffering ;. that Fo 
ge hard and untractable a great while under 


zrealt+. H 2 
(306 


the 


i; 
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| 
| "| the continued calls of 'unwearied Mercy, #o, tres 
| | | ſure up wrath againſt: the day of. wrath, do encreaſ; 
| | | the Meaſures of Vengeance according to the pro 
I portions of their Crimes. And ſaith our Say. 
MW 2carth. 11.23: Gur to Capernaum, It ſhall be more tolerable for th 
| land of Sodom in the day of judgment than' for thee: 
that is the obſtinacy of thoſe, who contemn'd thi 
preaching | of Lot was not to ſuch a height : 
theirs who rejected the. many. Overtures- and Mi 
racles' of the” Meſſiah himſelf, | and as there wi 
ſuch a difference in the / guilt, {o there ſhall be 
hereafter in the puniſhment. | 
In ſuch a ſenſe as this, Death to the impeniten 
is to'be preferd before Life ; bur ir is all dh 
while a ſad preference. A Sinner haſtily ſnatch 
away, tis true, inherits the lefler evil ; yer tha 
leſſer evil is greater than can be conceiv d ; it 
ſill dreadful as the Flames, which the Breath 
the Almighty hath, kindled gy and which are tt 
burn for ever. Concerning ſuch a Perſon x 
this the words following my Texc may be fit 
ſaid, Better yet is he that hath not been ; better 
the condition of him that'died from-the Womt 
WW 20eren® Pr2- and gave up the Ghoſt when, he came_ our 0 
of quiz peccare the Belly: or as our Saviour laid of Judas, 


"It ruo prefertur , «1 ; | 
ui narus non eſt ; quia peccare neſcivit. S, Ambroſ, Expoſit. in Plal, 118, Serm. 18. vi 


if | I Hieronym, in Eccl. 4» 


— 
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had | been good: 1. for that 'man, if he had not been 
born. | - © | 00 
- Without a. miſerable limitation or abatement; 
we ſee, theſe words of the Preacher. are not to 
be applied to. Sinners ; but then to thoſe that 
Þ have been fincerely conformable to the Precepts 
of the Holy Jeſus, and have ſecured an Intereſt 
in his Mediation, they fully agree. Happy, in: 
finitely happy is the condition of ſuch Perſons 
4 being dead, beyond what they themſelves, or any 
FF other were | or are being alive. Death which is 
' Þ the product of Sin, by a Divine and Wonder- 
Fl ful Skill, is chang'd to them into the greateſt of 'V 
© Benefits. Bleſſed. are the dead, that die im the Lord: Rev. 14 13% 
Wl for they reft from their labours, and their works do 
W follow them. 
ff To declare the Advantages of ſuch as thele, 
of being dead above thole of the living, is the, great 
"FW buſineſs of moſt %of the Evangelical Promiſes. 
J 1 ſhall put you in: mind of ſome of them, theſe 
af rwo ways, viz, by ſhewing you a little, 


DC —— 


ul 1. Whar Dearth delivers the righteous from. 
j 2: What it gives poſſeſſion of. 


| 1. The Death of rhe Righteous is to be pre: 
fer d to Life, becauſe of the things it delivers 
? from, 


b; 


mortal condition. | e Plague im 

the time of Gallus and Yaluſianxs pailing through 

Arabia and Egypt, and deftroying mightily as it 

paſt, came at. length into Africa, ſome of the 

Chriſtians there, wonder'd, that it made no di 

ſtinftion between the» Profſeffors and 

| At enim quoſdam nyover the ' Enemies of- the Frue Religion, 

Mens op envi ks Bur their excellent Biſhop in that ad. 

i=icrodo corripiar 5 att *"  mairable diſcourſe he. wrote on that 

| | c- Cypriats de Martelitate, occalion, earneſtly. reprov'd 18 then 

Hip. 158. Ed. Oxtn. | ' ol . C þ N | 

o grols an ignorance-of the Nature 

and Deſigns of the Goſpel they pretended to: 

as if, ſays. he, a Chriſtian . did [believe for no 0- 

ther purpoſe but a preſent fecurtty; and it were 

ag; appoinced for - ſuch. ro enter. through: the 

greateit Adverltty here into future Joy.. ' Our $1 

viour {eerns indeed once to have given his Difci 

ples a Promiſe of "Temporal Felicity, that thoſe 

teyules and L ands which were loft for the ſake 

of him, and the Goſpel, ſhould be: made up a- 

gain by an extraordinary Providence, But if 

the; things mention'd have not ( as it is thought | 
by lome } a Spiritual: meaning, the Promiſe how: 


cvcr 
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ever was attended with a bitter exception: it 
ſhould be fulfilled p37 Wye, with v reſerve: of 
Trouble, with a certain imixture' or alloy'of Per- 
ſecutions. | | ONE 
As for this preſent Life, if Happineſs is to 

meaſur'd 'by - the, ourward appearance, the fol. 
lowers of Jeſus are ordinarily the greateſt'Wretthes 
in the World {for 'fo the Apoſtle in! effect! rells 
us. Tf, ſays he, in this life only we have hope in 1 Cw. 15. 19] 
(briſt,, we-are 'of all men 'moſt miſerable. Beſides 
thoſe troubles which ( as we have ſeen) are na- 
tural "to Mankind, there arc other labours and 
ſorrows beloiiging- to thenx that follow a Leadet 
who" conquer © through Sufferimgs. - Even' the 
Sracious expreſſions of his (peculiar Love to them 
d6 ay it were tnirk''them 'out for a large'portiort 
of trouble and* he fo'engageth his Setvartts t6 
difficulties, as if he rhis way defign'dto approve Imenirur, « 
their ficnels for the Crown he promiſeth. This cur: non in-| 
will ' ſufficiently appear from: the .view' of "ſome jdoneus cer- 
few of thoſe particular evils, which are che Por: camin non | 
e [ion of Chriſtrans, *and' froth'the Bondage 'of 5. nb; Ex 
a Ivbich, Death i the only reſcue. »$ oe R1 
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rf (1.) Death is the thing which ' defrvets the 
o. {Chriſtian from the hyrcherr of! his natural 'Cot- 
ruption : utterly purs an end to that, which keeps 
hin 
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him now almoſt perpetually reſtleſs and uncaſie, 
The ſenſe of po 6. rt of a conſtant de 
ficiency., 'which hath frequently too betray'd 
him into groſler fins, perplexeth the penitent 
and humble Soul, and fills him often - with ter. 
rors and remorſe :. till at length Death brings 
him - an happy quier, diſſolves; his {ubſtance, ,and 
chroughly purgeth out the inhexenc drofs, gives 
his Soul the purity of an Angelical Nature, and 
prepares a corruptible Body to be rais d hereafter 
in incorruption. | lor. 291cli, <1 
Indeed pollution belongs to, wicked /Men in, 
degree vaſtly higher : However they, have;,com: 
monly little ſenſe of this miſery, .., A, kind, of 
Lethargy renders them ſtupid under a weight 
which 1s. {inking them ,down into deſtruction; 
whilft..che» Servant. of God - perceives. rhe. pre: 


-». furg, of -much leſs. guilt, and birterly complainÞ® 


O—— | 


His 4mpurity- and. tranſgreſſions are; the thing" 


..--: Which, colt him,ſo,many Sighs and Tears ; thelc 


.. employ him in, much Grief and Lamenrationf 
+3 4+ There is no reſt m my bones, becauſe of my ſm. Miff 
iniquities are gone over my head: as a heavy burthen 
they are too: beavy for me, ſays the Pſalmiſt in hf 
Repentance., And as the Prophet repreſent 
the condition, of ,an humbled People, he crie 

Out 
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(2.) Death is that which reſcues the Chriſtian 
from the- conſtant imporrunity of 'remprations : 
ad 115; as/'Sr-Cyprian: calls «ir; his Peace, his only 
Peace and: Tranquility ; his ſure, and firm, and 
id perpetual Security, | DEE 

Here: werare ias'. 2 City continually beſieged, 
ex os'd every Minnte to the Battery and Aflaulrs 

of Enemies: yea, there is treachery alſo within 
ri Walls, we are liable ſtill ro: the ſuddain Vio- 
ences of. untra&table Paſſions and Lufts, and the 
wickedneſs of a'\deceitful Heart. | No wonder 
therefore. .that..ſo. many of the . Goſpel-Precepts 
ograge tO Us as Ah Soldiers and Comba- 
: by which we are commanded to all the 
dif Kei of a' Militant ſtate, to: ſtand faſt, to 
patch, to ſtrive, to fight, to put on the whole Armour 
f God, and uſe ic with all the Skill and Courage 
ve arc able. 

.'O the/{weetneſs of Peace. after the hurry, and 
uncertainties, and tatigue of War; after the hun- 
ver, and chicſt, and cold, the hazards, and {ome- 


"> : 
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fv wretched *man that I am, Who. ſhall. deliver mey2 
| ſaid 


= ſour faying: Wo: wnto!rus that we! have fond: for con 16,17 
Je. $1215 our " hears us. fa, for. theſe things "0k our Tees! are is 


þ $4 


times wounds of ſuch a ſtate for many Years! £, 


De Mortalit, 
P- 157. 
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faid St. Poul nrider; the ſenſey..25 fome think) o 
inch: difficulcies'as theſe... \ The queſtion' imply! 
the greatneſs of the Bondage, and the prope 


anſwer to it ſeems to be this one word, Death. 


(3.) Death is what delivers from the ſpiteful 
neſs of this preſent World : from che oppoſizian 
it maintains to Innocence and - Holineis. "The 
Apoſtle recommending to the converted Jews the 
Example of our Lord, preſents him undet the 
following Character, 4 jufferer of the contr adit 
of fomers, a Perfon fer our as the common: mariſff.: 
of Contempt and: Obloquy. . And the Lot off 
the -maſter belongs ta. the Diſctples :: for ſo bf 
himſelf expreſly told them: If. ye were of th 
world, the world would love bis own ; i but _becau| 
ye are not of the world, therefore the - world hate 
you. [ | : 216M 
Moſt of the ancient Apologiſts for Chriſtian, 
ry obſerve, that tho' the Religion they defended, 

was of the meekeſt, moſt friendly, and obedict 
Temper, fitted, beyond all things that ever wer 
tor the Peace and Advantage of Mankind: ya 
x was the thing which the World was molt « 
|... Fagd againſt, and purſued with the greateſt Cry 
Rlegar, peo elty: © All other People, ſaid one of them to chi 
7 _ Emperours, Autonnus, and Commodus, © enjoy ark 
* adm 


m_ — _—_ 
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* admire your”) Clemency and Lenity ; but we 
"Chriſtians are thole alone, whom you are pleas'd 
©0 caſt out of Protection, .and expole to Suf- 
( ferings. 3 * 2013 4 

And tha” a mijraculous Providence over the 
Church put an end art length to the Heathen 
Perſecutions of it; yet all its ſufferings of chis 
kind will not be concluded,,whilſt arty; of the 
"Members of it are on this fide the Grave: the 
"EV orld Rill declares its malice againſt the fol- 
"Mowers of che Lamb, true Religion. being often 
Wiceated, with {corn and - gain-laying, and ſome- 
times worſe uſage by the Heretjcal: and Hypo- 


Wctitical,, ; by che Atheiſts and” Profane, | And 


then, 


(4.) Death is that which delivers from the 
"malice of the Devil, ſecures for ever from chat 
"envious, Spirit, which if he deſpairs of the f- 
"Wal overthrow of the Righteous : yer will nor 
Pail at leaſt ro be aftive in contriving their pre- 
"Went miſery, Nothing is {o grievous to him, as 
he - Eaſe: and; Tranquillny of Mankind: and 
Pherefore when. he /is- held: from making a prey, 
The will yet run» to che very. end of the Chain to 
Plague and. /Tormenc. 


y 


_— 


| 
| 
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Mercy; gave:the-Enjoyments of his Servant Jy 


of "all .chings,” athd! become *as a' Leper on! 


e 4.6 theſe things, [aid he, are delivered unto me. Ic 


If thou come to ſerve the Lord, ſaid | the Serv'd 
Sirach, prepare thy ſoul for temptation : tempratio 
ſeems to 'fignifie there (as'it does ſometimes inffith 
Scripture )- a trial by AMic&tions : and {uch'a' onÞſt 
as this, he that: comes unto 'God, muſt expedfl 
from the Enemy of Mankind, ſo far forth a=it 
the execution of his Malice is not reftrain'd byH 
the Hand'of' Omniporence!'/ £0 194 1 11 

Theimoſt High, for reafons of Wiſdeom''ani 


into the';/power/of Satan: and'-lo the next ney 


we hear':of that good! Man is;"that -he is ſtrip 
Dunghul, ::The Dragon being caft into' the Eart| 


perſecuted the Woman, and made her fly into the 
Wilderneſs; and ſince he might not follow her 
he ſent a Flood after ont of his Mouth to drow 
her. | 

. The Almighty indeed hath: promis'd to defends; 
his Cholen, to {et an Hedge about them, and evenſſjir 
a Guard of Angels to ſecure them from the powelſjnd 
of the Devil. However the Prote&tion-we are thufin 
allur'd'ot. relates principally co Spiritual things : ap 
for Temporal, we find'Satan -pur'in a Claintdfth 
them-in his attempts againſt the Lord of Life, byyS, 
whom too he was not directly: contradicted ;' lf 


Having 
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Having thus particularly mention'd ſome of 
the evils which, being the Portion of the Chri- 
wEſtian whilſt alive, he is only. freed from in Death : 
x0Fl doubt ' not bur you will eaſily grant this laſt 
ſtate to be for his Intereſt above the former. 
Happier, certainly happier, is his condition then, 
Euwhen all theſe Labours are at an end, all theſe 
YCares, and! Fears, and Sorrows are done away ; 
Wand, as one of the Fathers ſpeaks, no Tear art 
"Yall darkens the Eyes of him, who now beholds 
the Beauty of the Glory of God. And yet 
theſe Negative Benefits are not all, or the chiet | 
part of what we are'enabled to ſpeak of. For, 54,3 i 

+ 71 dexpuoy 
rok F evperioulouy Th Stoelg T% xamus ms JoEns Ty Ozs. S, Baſil, Homil. ir 


2. I amalſo to pur you in mind of the Ad- 
F\antages of Death, wich reſpect to | the things 
t-gives . poſſeſſion of. Bur on this head, being 
F nor {o ſuitable ro what was the Preacher's deſign 
mn the Text, I ſhall jay bur very little, and fo | 
Ypaſs to the Application. Precious im the ſight .of | 


toll the Lord : fſaich the Pſalmiſt, is the death of has 
Dj Saints ; upon which place St. Baſil ( ſome of 

whole words I but now mentioned ) has this fol- __ 
lowing, Conament.. © Thoſe Stones amongſt the var 115. 
nll, * lovers 


| The /Seciad So amd ii. 
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© lovers of Riches are called Precious, which ſhin 
* with freſh and delightful Colours: How mud 
© more precious then is that thing, which ado" 
© the Soul, being now purg'd from all ics ſtainff® 
*and ſpots, with a Luſter beyond thar of lf . 
*the Jewels or Precious Stones in the Worldff: 
Indeed, Death is the thing which turns a, poo 
impriſon'd Spirit, wearied with the confinement 
and (ullied with the filthinels of an Earthly Ti. 
bernacle, into a thing Bright as the Firmamenif 
and the Scars, yea glorious as the Sun it ſelf foffi 
ever and ever, ! 
Imagine a little what the Happineſs muſt 
of a Soul received into Heaven,” with the Aylſ. 
plauſes of ten thouſand times ten thouſand Ar 
gels and Saints ; with the Embraces of an All. 
glorious Redeemer; and the Euge of the Gre 
God. Think whar the Joy muſt be of Seeing 
and Praifing, and Adoring, and Enjoying hin 1 
that died for us; of ſounding our perpetual A 
thems and Hallelujahs; of dwelling in Etern: 
Lighc, and bcholding che Face of thar God, inf. 
whoſe Preſence is fulnels of Joy, and at who: ' 
right Hand there are Pleafures for _ everngorey 
Think upon theſe, and ſuch things as theſe, whi 
Death gives the Chriſtian -ollelfion of, and then 
certainly in reſpect of ſuch Perlons, you will bj 
| read 


_  \ 
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Feady to joyn with the Preacher, and praiſe the 


"Read, which are already dead, more than. the living, 


", are yer alrve. | . 
And yet after we have thus fill'd our Minds 


vich the moſt Glorious Idea's, and form'd a No- 
Fin of the higheſt Happineſs which can be ima- 


ined, we ſtill know but in part, and ſee throuh 


7 ; Glaſs darkly. We cannot poflibly reach the 
? 


hings we aim. at, or have any juſt conception 
) Cole incffable Pleaſures. As it doth not yet 


Wipear what we ſhall be ; fo Eye hath not ſeen, nor 


ir heard , neither hath it enter d into the Heart of 
1 to concerve the thmgs which God hath prepar'd 


| i them that love ham. 


þ 


The preference which Solomon gives the dead 


I xfore the living, being to be allow'd ; that which 
"| have farther: to do, Brechren, is, to perfwade 
Mou to a Practical as well as a Speculative belief 


L 


this, ſo to behave - gra ſelves, and to act up- 


all occaſions, as if you were in good carnett 


 Fonvincd of ir. Particularly ro maniteft the 


p ath of thoſe Advantages the true Chriſtian 
90s in Death beyond thole of Life ( for tharis 


> ſenſe 1 ſhall chiefly have regard to now 


the Application) in the three following In- 
CES, 


bp. 
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2. A comfortable expectation of a Dif: 
charge from it. 


3. Contentment, on the Departure of ouf" 
Chriſtian Friends. c 


| d 
1. A contempt of this preſent Condition, ſſ 
| 


1. A contempt of this preſent Life. We have 
oreat reaſon you fee to think very meanly of it, 
fince its Excellencies, which tempt and allure 
us, and that we are apt ſo paſſionately to court, 
cannot vie with the Grave. We have had: 
deſcription of ſome of the troubles this ſtate 
brings upon us, both as Men and as Chrift 
ans. And conhider I pray you now a little, whe 
ther any thing mixt with Ingredients of ſo nach 
bitterneſs, can indeed pleaſe our Taſte, or draw 
our Aﬀection ? 

Was ever the Priſoner- in love with: his Dun 
geon, or the Gally-{lave with. his Chain? . Can 
Men long for Affliction, or defire to'make Teas 
their, Meat? No ſure, one, would think ſuch 
things ſhould not raile our Appetites, or become 
very Inviting. And can we then, Chriſtians, doat 
upon our preſent Condition, be ſo hugely (olt 
citous, {o full of Endeavour to prolong our Tor 
ment, and continue yet a little while more in 


chat 


_—— 


r=_ Do» ” . Tf TY» £m: i oa. a Ms  __ 


—_— —— 


b= The Second SERMO w) | To” 


that 'Life' which is our Miſery ? Take the 

"n.0 Vings of Medication, and with the - Dove, ſen 

i. out of the Ark) fly thirowgh this' Tempeſtuous 
World: 'See- whether there be ariy Hillock - co 

ur reſt upon,” aty Sport which the Deluge hath nor 
covered.” Obſerve how all things are overflown 
with: Cares,” 'whar a'ſtrange” maze of 'Unterrain- 

vel ties cahd)! Diſappointments' we'always *walk- in-; 

ir | how deceitful all: Earthly Pleaſures' are, like the. 

ro Apples growing'on the Banks of che 'Lake of .... 

Coda, only! well:coloured: Aſhes. ' Think thus, © 

|, | on cheiicondicion'of things here below, and then + --- Þþ 

it | cell: ane whecher" this! be''a ſtate to be defir'd >} "= 

& | Wherherthere it: is that' we ſhould 'be willing 'to 


— _— 0 


<<." Cicero! brings im the wiſe Cato, being now near 
iv 0 (is:end;lobking back bn the” Years he had livd, Mt 

and (thus declaritig his ' Opinion of then?” '©1f #22. hi | 
in. {the God above thould 'make ' an offer ro me — 
nf {20 grow young again, - and to be 'once more an 
a0 Infant, I would with all carneftneſs refuſc ir. ''1 
<{| *would by no means be fer-back/to the'begin- 
ne ning: of the 'Race]/Tit have. run; 'and . ive the 
tf. Yeats thar arecpaſt over again.” 'For. whar has 
if this Life of Benefit > What has it not” of L4- 
o.| -bour, &c. Could a Heathen be thus ſenſible 
of the troubles of living, how much more muſt 
ar .x K ae 
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the true - Chriſtian? He whoſe Life hath not of 

ly been expos'd to the common Loc of Humanj 

ty; but to 'the Labouwrs;, the Difficulties,” the 

Watchings, the Faſtings, the. Strivings, the, Con 

flicts, the Groans, the Tears of a Condition of 
Temprations, of a Self-denying Religion, ,, ,; 

It, according io the. ſaying of| an ancient! Fa 

ther, it be allowable. for - that; Perſon to, ;be de 

1 Ejus «ſt in mundo dia vel- f rous of Late, whom, the World fawn; 

MY cen em mode: pon, whom a, fartering and. decrk 


bl | | | diens arque ns: [hWer! ul Age allures Aavich & Baits. & | 
MWITIEY cebrs cerrene neligratin Eaxthly.-Pleafurts ; 30J66:::6816ainly; the 
| il} | Fat, Pp. 168, | Jahouring, the! panting Chirftian:is in 
M1} ter no fuch. Tempration. A Perſon an; his) Cirf 
cumſtances, one would' think, ſhould be fo falf: 
from being 4 in love with; this: mortal: Candition, ſl | 
that did; he por, mow in30\ be! his Duty nor.vf} 
- deliver, up this. Fare: of his: Body.) which |< | 
Great King, hath - entruſted him at till a Sum-ll 

' mons comes from him, he would earneſtly defi 
to be. rid. of ig as, ſoon as' may' be. he 
not. learns with-S. Payl in every. "em to be: con 
tent, he would, be even impaxicar ir thar po 
of his, ro depart hence, -and-to be with Cheil, 
wha is far bees / gk 2n56, 10 gli ein? 


—— 
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- '2+. The next thing 1am\/to''perſwade'you' to, 
from. the Qonſideranvon of. the Advantages ' of 
Death above: Life, is, a comfortable expe&tation 
« of a Diſcharge from-(it.. ' To pur off thoſe Fears 
"} of -an.approacking: Diſſolution, which are-aptto /- - + 
diſquiet us,and to meet it with evenneſs of T'em- 
per, and a. holy Chearfulnels, {' 
The: Preacher's declaration /being - indeed nat 
tw be. applid to. ſome, bur. only with the fad | ©. 
Exceptians'.and Limitations: already! noted ;- [+/+ +, 
cannot direct what I now ſay to every. one... 1 
Yea, | do adviſe you, my Brethren, - nor robe | 
overhaſty.in arrogating to your ſc|ves' Comforrs 
of {uh a narure as this is.”+ Strong! afſurancesof 
lifinice Happineſs in another World are: the re- 
wards of ſtrong Chriſtians, and to obtain rhern, 
meddle nor pe Þ the unſearchable Decrees of God 
Almighty _;: but .enquire into -your Lives paſt) 
and try whegher you can find there that you' are 
the Perfons ro whom the Promiles are made. He 
alone hath ground: for fuch a Comfortable- de- 
nes whoſe: iConlcience, witnelleth 'ro- the 
Truth 'of chis;': chat” his''Faith/ hath: been adtive; 
that he hath cadegvour'd; and doth Rtill, with all 
| his power, to be void of offence rowards: God, 
- | and towards Man. 
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And now to you, all you that are thus Chr; 
Kians not in name:or profeſſion atone, but in Yeed 
and jn..truth: T'o you L ſay, be not_diſcouraget 
:when-Death' ſhall begin -rq look you in the Face, 
l :fo, ic Str havianed woelertich he:fpakeion', 
WIND ute 22. 28. different occafion, Jook:np; land:Lift: up! yourt heads 
ſt for your: redemption draweth-mgh. © | 121M 
Socrates, who tho' a Heathen, ſuffer'd for-; 
;grear: Article of..our Faith.; and whom therefote 
| Thee Juſtin Martyr doubts: not to: call in part aChii 
WARE 42. ir. apols-:ſtzan, is (aid: to havecrefrefh'd himſelf: with" ſath 
HITNI Þ: 23: Colon: Meditations as theſe which follow, berween thi 
Condemnation and* Execution. . ' $1 would -haye 
© you. believe, ſaid he to this Friends, that-[ hope 
Ine *10.-g0;: to thole-good: Men. already - departed. | 
MINNPp> Ph=done, © However, cho' this be. not poſitively aſſerted by 
|| <©me, yet. that I am haſtning to that Divine Be. 
* ing, who is the. beſt Maſter +in che: World, ' 
*what1 moſt ſtedfaſtly athrm. -.. And hereapon 
* itis-:that I am not afraid of Death, as otherwiſe 
*Iſhould be ; but am prepar'd to meer it with 
*2 cheerful mind. And Cato, before-mention'd, 
cry'd out, ſaying,. ©O ;the' happy. «day when: 4 
* ſhall be admitted; ro the Aflembl: of dejant) 
* Souls, being freed, from the. laſing hurry agd 


* corruption, _,, 
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18 Tor{uch a ppc of: Mind.:hiave lome:few 

eed been raie/d; by e. dark; and:;[pneedtain: ſptculati- 

Jed ons..of natural Reaſon » bur the Triunphs:-of 

ce; Chriſtianity have.been much beyond-/it,; in an- 

af ſwer to its greater Light, and {Enconragenieacs. 

0 S. [tratiney as be! was. carried in Fetters;to be:Meat t2 news 
| for. wild: Beaſts, ar Rome, call'd"the Bonds; they *74*% 


arduans | 


2Þ pur.on him Chains of Pearl. And S, Cyprian, ex: pes 
MF horting thoſe. under his Epilenyal Care (in that pheſics 
Tract 1 have ſo-often made. ule: of ) to: a refolu- pemorute, 
tion-becomirig rhend,, whilſt,the. Peftilente raged ®'* -+ | 
amongſt them ; '\reckons up the fatal Symptoms 
of that ſtrange Diſeaſe, and tells chem they were _.. Þ 
delign'd to/ manifelk che Excellency of their Faich, © ' 
to diſcover.touche. World a\Conſtancy unſhaken 
amidſt thoſe Ruines of Mankind. Indeed this. 
was almoſt the ordinary Spiric or Temper. of the 
Primitive, and perſecured Church, tho', Time, and 
Eaſe, and;a/prevailing/ Impicty ;have' render'd ir 
now in too great a meaſure degenerate and-fearful. 
Chriſtians then were nor diſcompos'd on the ap- 
prehenfions of Death, when in deſpite of the 
\rearolt, oppolttion; they.,nade 'it their only buſi- 
neſs tg. fir.and prepare tor it.. Bur, .- | 


———_ 


vi 3+ The, laſt rhing I am, to recommend to. you 
{from what hath. been gow:conſider'd, is,. content- 


ment 


NI 
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chop-berrercheir:Condirion; let us not be: impay 
.ent-at;itt''Jet us not mourn afid lament becaukſ 
.of their happy Change from Miſery and Troub 


| Something indeed-is to-be allow'd: wovheiſeak ; 
__..” -of 'our own'loſs, and the-tendency of: our impa hy 


£4439) countable Worſhippers, whom Phuarch ment” 
& Sn ons, who, as they pray'd to their Deity, beſtow! ; 
WIN Quzi. ro 42 good name upon the Dead, bur withall, d 

I an Tom. Grd that they might have none'of- them inthe 
Houſes. T-would | not have you 539novant, faith thi 
aTheſ, 4. 13: Apollle, concerning them that are aſleep ;' that yu " 


EI U—_ 
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ment 01) the! depdsture' of | our Chriſtian 'Felends. | 


M 


py 
p 
. 


to Freedom” and Glory... - '*-+ 


fect deſires; but to be immoderate on ſuch & 
caſions is 'our grief, is to contradict 'our' ow: , 
Faith, :and to make our 'ſelves like thoſe una p 


if 


yi 
h 
forrow nat as others who have no hope. - ' An extr; 
vagant: ſorrow might. be-reconcilable to the Opi 
nions of ſome ignorant Heathen j{but'are .a per 
fe contradiftion to the knowleUge and hop}, 
of a Chriſtian. pf | ( 


Accordingly the Office of Burial ih 165 Ohuick 
{ in conformity to the Cuſtorys of 'the Prirminave) 
contains not Lamentations; but is . kind 0 
holy Triomph; -a- publick declaration-of Joy and 
Thankfulnels for the Blefledneſs of 'the Dead 
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| When we join'd in ic but now at the Inter- 
"Iment of our departed Brother, we did in effect 
- ſay ſuch words as thele: Now the time, the hap- 
N; py time of Releaſe is come, when a Chriſtian ex- 
 , fiposdto Griefs and Sorrows, Wearinels and Temp- 
*Frarions, enjoys his everlaſting Freedom. Ar length 
PTY he is deliver'd from all the hurry and noiſe of a 
*F:roubleſome World, from all the ſtrivings, and 
"Jbuſtle, and contentions of it : particularly in the 
:- preſent caſe, from that part which it was the: 
'Ycood Pleafure of Providence he ſhould act, from 
that Office of Magiſtracy, which, I doubt nor, he 
very unwillingly engaged in, and which he con-- 
fider'd as his burthen and unhappinels.. He is 

taken away from all the evil ro come, -from all 
/"Funcertainties of event, from all fears and faral 
G lues of chings. To- conclude, his Prayers are 
pt heard, his cry 1s come up into the Ears of the: 
"FLord of Hoſts; all his Cares and Pains are at 

an end, and he hath found, as our hope is, Peace, 


; Quiet, and Eternal Reſt. 


- 


THE END: 


: 
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